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Abstract

We, the founding editors-in-chief, describe our motivations, goals, and edito-
rial principles for launching the new open access, forum peer-review journal, 
AABNER.

Nous, l�Øquipe de rØdaction en chef initiale, prØsentons nos motivations, buts et 
principes Øditoriaux pour le lancement de la nouvelle revue AABNER, une revue 
�open access,� basØe sur un systŁme de �forum peer-review.�

Wir als Gründungsmitglieder und Chefredaktion erläutern unsere Beweggründe 
und Ziele sowie die redaktionellen Prinzipien der neu gegründeten, auf �Forum-
Peer-Review� basierenden Open-Access Zeitschri� AABNER.
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Origins of the Journal

Work on this journal began within the European Association of Biblical 
Studies, c. 2014, as part of a discussion concerning ways to actualize the 
society�s ethos of equality, non-discrimination, and rigorous academic 
interdisciplinarity. As many academic societies have journals, one a�li-
ated with the EABS was a logical idea to consider. Meanwhile, Martin 
Faßnacht suggested the possibility to collaborate in publishing an open 
access journal, for which the Universitätsbibliothek Tübingen provides 
the technical environment of hosting and connecting it with its �Index 
�eologicus.� We quickly came to the realization, however, that the 
structure of the academic �eld itself requires reform, and that academic 
publishing is integral to the structure of the �eld. And so we got to 
work, to build a journal that is open access, interdisciplinary, and aware 
of power imbalances in the �eld of Biblical Studies broadly understood. 
Part of these imbalances concern who gets to be a voice in the discussion, 
but also what constitutes �the �eld.� AABNER is committed to diversity 
of voices in the �eld, but also to working with a broader de�nition of 
the �eld, one which allows for methodological diversity and insures that 
various literary corpuses, geographical, and cultural contexts are taken 
into account, alongside a broad time span � not only Biblical Studies, 
but also the ancient Near East, Classics, and their receptions. 

Currently, the journal is owned by a non-pro�t association in France, 
Ami�e�s de la Revue Advances in Ancient, Biblical and Near Eastern 
Research (A.AABNER),1 and it has bene�ted from start-up funding from 
the Centre of Excellence in Changes in Sacred Texts and Traditions 
(CSTT) and the Centre of Excellence in Ancient Near Eastern Empires 
(ANEE).2 �e necessary infrastructural support for a diamond Open 
access journal comes from the Universitätsbibliothek Tübingen. We are 
indebted to various people that have participated and still participate in 
supporting the journal in various ways. It is the pleasure of a �rst issue 
to have the opportunity to thank them by name here: 

1 The editors-in-chief have formed this association for the purposes of launching 
the journal.
2 Both funded by the Academy of Finland. PI of CSTT is Martti Nissinen (also one 
of the Advisory Board members), and the PI of ANEE is Saana Svärd.
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� Our inaugural advisory board members � Professors Martti 
Nissinen, Catherine Hezser, Jorunn Økland, Hugh Pyper, Kristin 
De Troyer, and Risto Uro � for their advice and support in 
launching this journal. We look forward to continuing to work 
together. 

� Martin Faßnacht, Universitätsbibliothek Tübingen, director of 
the Ix�eo-Open-Journal project there, and Axel Braun, Univer-
sitätsbibliothek Tübingen, OJS technical support, for their vital 
infrastructural support.

� Shani Tzoref, an editor-in-chief 2018�2019, for her enthusiasm 
and work in building the editorial community.

� Martti Nissinen, once more for his ongoing encouragement and 
for his role in providing start-up funding. 

� George Brooke and Outi Lehtipuu, for their encouragement and 
e�orts towards establishing collaboration with the EABS.

� MØlissa Tanguy, designer, for designing the AABNER logo and 
journal template.

� Duncan Burns, our professional copy-editor and type-setter, for 
his excellent work and understanding concerning delays.

It is also with joy that we thank the EABS membership for their 
support, as well as those colleagues who joined the editorial team as 
�eld editors (listed on the website) and have otherwise shown inter-
est in the project and demonstrated their support by acting as forum 
reviewers. It is exciting to see that many in the �eld are ready to see a 
new journal and welcome our editorial guidelines as necessary in the 
current setting. We are still recruiting people for our forum, and will 
seek to reach out to people inside the EABS and more widely, partly 
through EABS contacts but also worldwide.

Diamond Open Access

AABNER is a diamond open access journal, meaning that it is free 
for the author and free to the reader; copyright for published articles 
remains with the author (though the author must grant AABNER and 
its host, Universitätsbibliothek Tübingen, the right to publish and 
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distribute it). We have chosen to use a Creative Commons CC BY-NC-
ND 4.0 license, which allows authors to republish their own material, 
provided they cite its original publication in this journal. 

Open Access is increasingly becoming a requirement for research-
ers, especially in Europe; many funders, including the ERC (https://erc.
europa.eu/managing-project/open-access), make it incumbent upon 
grantees, and many universities are doing the same. �is means that 
for an increasing number of scholars, open access publishing is manda-
tory rather than a choice; yet, the suitable venues for publication within 
ancient Near East �elds remain limited and unable to handle such large 
demand. �is alone requires some sort of recti�cation.3 Certain forms 
of open access, the formerly so-called Gold, Green, and Hybrid Open 
Access systems4 each have problems. 

So-called Gold Open Access, or those publishers that require a fee for 
authors to publish (so-called Article Processing Charges or APCs) are 
currently the majority. However, the trend towards APCs for publishing 
open access distorts the �eld even more than traditional publishing, by 
favoring well-endowed research centers over scholars at smaller insti-
tutions, independent scholars, and scholars in poorer countries. �ese 
charges are o�en exorbitant, taxing the resources of libraries and schol-
ars, at times lining the pockets of for-pro�t publishers. Hybrid models, 
where a subscription journal charges APCs, is even worse � essentially 
making institutions pay twice for the same content. �e so-called Green 
option, whereby scholars post a prior version of their publication is 
unsatisfactory, as it complicates citation, increases versions, eliminates 
the value of proper review and copy-editing, and is o�en hidden on 
poorly ranked institutional repositories, making it hard to �nd. 

Despite these problems, the advantages of open access are plain 
to see. Open Access articles o�en reach wider audiences and receive 
more citations. By eliminating a paywall, research becomes available 
to independent scholars, scholars outside wealthier countries, and 

3 The EABS organized a panel discussion concerning these issues in the Warsaw 
meeting, 2019. For various options, cf. Cohen et al. 2013..
4 SHERPA/RoMEO, however, have now retired these classifications (https://
v2.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo/about.html).
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to the general public. Open Access obviously also reduces the strain 
on library budgets. Further, since journals such as this one are born 
digitally, they are much easier to archive permanently. �us a move 
towards Diamond Open Access publishing is also a move towards a 
more egalitarian scholarly discourse, one that need not unduly privi-
lege wealthier researchers and institutions. 

AABNER is Diamond Open Access and non-pro�t. It does not 
charge readers, authors, or libraries for submission or access to arti-
cles or issues. �is does not mean it has no production costs. �e 
infrastructure provided by existing projects (Universitätsbibliothek 
Tübingen, Fachinformationsdienst (FID) �eologie; https://ixtheo.de 
and the Center for Open Science; https://www.cos.io) covers the major-
ity of publishing, distribution, and archiving costs. AABNER still incurs 
the regular production costs of professional copy-editing and type-
setting. We are still working on developing a sustainable, long-term 
funding solution that will nevertheless not burden authors or readers.

AABNER articles are hosted and archived in the OJS of the Univer-
sitätsbibliothek Tübingen and additionally on SocArXiv.org. Authors 
and readers therefore need not worry that a glitch in a computer server 
or a problem with the website will make the journal issues disap-
pear. �e authors are also encouraged to upload their articles on their 
personal websites and their university repositories. Soon the journal 
issues will also be available via print-on-demand, so libraries may place 
issues on their shelves and scholars who need print editions for tenure 
applications may present bound versions of their AABNER articles. 

Forum Peer-review

AABNER is a peer-reviewed journal, but unlike any other journal in 
related �elds, it uses a system of forum peer-review � for details, please 
see the subsequent editorial explicitly on this. We hope it will prove to 
be fairer, faster, and more rigorous than double-blind peer review can 
be. 
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Editorial Concerns

AABNER seeks to address some of the systemic problems present 
in academic research. It elaborates a model that is cooperative and 
community-oriented, with a concern for inclusivity and interdisci-
plinary. While we acknowledge that these keywords are o�en paid 
lip-service by the guild, we are convinced that the forum review 
model allows us to integrate a diversity of voices and methodologies in 
AABNER�s issues. We are committed to publishing both thematic issues 
which allow specialized perspectives on a problem, but also to having 
strong varia issues, to display the diversity of the �eld. �e forum 
review model also aims to create an environment that is supportive of 
daring, una�liated scholars with innovative ideas which are out of the 
box and academically rigorous. We hope to embody ways of working 
together as a community, where authors bene�t from the critical yet 
constructive engagement of their peers who take into account various 
perspectives and �elds. �is can also include practices of multi-author-
ship and encourages scholars at all stages of their career to submit 
articles. �is implies that we are providing a non-discriminatory envi-
ronment that actively seeks to include authors, editors, and reviewers 
representing human diversity in terms of gender, age, identity, race, 
health status, national origin, relationship status, sexual orientation, 
disability, ethnicity, socioeconomic status, and religion. �us we want 
to foster being an inclusive community for the community.

Interdisciplinarity
We welcome and encourage new and innovative research approaches to 
the ancient Near Eastern and Mediterranean material and its reception, 
as well as interdisciplinary approaches. While focusing on rigorous 
academic approaches, we want to encourage the bridging of di�erent 
disciplinary �elds. �e journal also embodies this interdisciplinarity 
in including a variety of combinations of approaches and topics, for 
example in thematic issues. We resist the temptation of the humanities 
to splinter into many small specialized �elds. �is still allows space 
for specialized contributions by including them within this broader 
context.
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Communal Integrity 
AABNER endeavors to build a community with integrity. We expect 
participants in the journal, both journal sta� as well as authors, to 
conduct themselves as responsible members of society. �is means 
that aspects outside academic content, such as citation practices and 
interpersonal behavior, require careful consideration. We particularly 
have in mind serious issues that impact the integrity of the community, 
such as harassment, racism, and felony convictions. As an academic 
community, we must learn to deal with such issues seriously, without 
devolving into mere rumor mills or populistic shaming. �ese are 
complex issues and they cannot be resolved quickly and in a general 
manner. �ey demand case-by-case consideration. However, we also 
are convinced that we need to take up this discussion in the journal 
and we are planning to publish a thematic issue discussing these ethical 
problems, such as the citation of convicted scholars, rumors, etc. In 
doing so, we hope to contribute to healthier academic communities.

Editorial Principles of the Journal
AABNER intends to be both high quality and innovative, thus the 
editorial policy strives to balance academic merit and methodological 
rigor with methodological innovation and novelty. We feel that two 
problems need to be addressed. On the one hand, some longer-estab-
lished venues can be susceptible to �conservatism� in regards to topics 
and methodologies, due to the nature of the old model of peer review: 
typically, reviews are done by older, well-established scholars, who are 
more familiar with older paradigms and sometimes defensive of their 
own scholarship. On the other hand, academic work recently has been 
developed in important and meaningful ways in group projects. While 
the value of this production is clear, research that does not �t in the 
hierarchical academic networks might be ignored. �is can lead to a 
narrowing of the variety of topics: similar subjects and methods are 
repeated endlessly, erasing other questions and other approaches. �e 
journal hopes to rectify these problems and increase opportunities 
for a wider set of scholars, including junior scholars and independ-
ent researchers, using innovative, relatively untested methodologies, 
without surrendering over-all quality. A transparent review process 
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facilitates this: all reviewers can see all the reviews, and discuss and 
negotiate arguments for accepting or rejecting an article. Below we 
list the principles by which we strive to assess all submissions to the 
journal. 

Academic merit. Academic merit largely consists of four things: 
knowledge of the relevant material, critical acumen in its analysis, 
awareness of relevant literature, and the positing of new questions and/
or answers. �e editors will ensure that all published articles ful�ll 
these criteria.

Methodological innovation. Vibrant scholarship progresses not only 
through the application of tried methodologies, but in the develop-
ment, re�nement, and application of new ones. �e editors will seek to 
publish articles which attempt to create or re�ne methodologies more 
than ones that rehearse older methodologies.

Methodological rigor. A methodology is useless if it is not utilized in 
an appropriate manner, extent, or context. �e editors will ensure that 
methodologies used in articles are appropriately justi�ed, adapted for 
the article�s stated aims, and thoroughly applied as appropriate.

Topical importance. Not all important topics are �trendy.� �e editors 
will seek to evaluate the relevance of an article on the inherent value 
of the topic chosen rather than on the popularity of the topic at the 
time of publication. Moreover, by retaining a broader disciplinary 
scope than many journals, the journal will be able to promote discus-
sion across arti�cial disciplinary boundaries more easily. For example, 
topics related to imperialism are just as relevant to the Hebrew Bible as 
the New Testament, the Talmud, Gilgamesh, and the later receptions 
of these texts. Keeping the scope broad will therefore enable themed 
issues across traditional sub�eld boundaries.

Topical novelty. �e above criterion means that the editors will also 
attempt to prioritize new topics of interest where possible.

Transparent peer review. �ere are numerous critiques of the double-
blind peer review system, not least of which is the fact that in small 
�elds anonymity is o�en not possible. �e journal therefore follows the 
lead of some of the natural sciences in making the process of review 
more transparent and open (see the discussion of forum review in the 
subsequent editorial).
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Editorial discretion. Since studies have shown that truly novel and 
innovative research has di�culty in getting funded or published, the 
editors will have the discretion to choose risky publications that are 
nevertheless ground-breaking and innovative, in the understanding 
that they will generate discussion and debate.

Ethics. �e journal is committed to the highest ethical standards for 
its publications. For this reason, the journal will not accept for publi-
cation any works which have been published previously, plagiarize 
material, or falsify evidence. Any article which is found to have done 
so a�er publication will be withdrawn. �e journal also will not publish 
post-1972 unprovenanced materials for the �rst time.5 Previously 
published unprovenanced materials, if cited, should be �agged as such.

Onwards and Upwards!

�ankful for all the various kinds of support, tried and tested by set-
backs, we are glad to present to you the �rst issue of AABNER. In light 
of the challenges that there are in founding a new journal, we have 
shared our reasons for our endeavor and express our hope and con�-
dence that this new journal will grow further into a community e�ort, 
as a Diamond Open Access journal can only function as a community 
service for and by the academic (and wider) community. For years the 
seed has been growing and, with this issue, the seedling sees the light 
and awaits di�erent kinds of communal care (input) in order to �ourish 
and serve the community.

Above we have sketched how AABNER grew as a European initia-
tive � although the editors-in-chief by academic a�liation re�ect these 
roots, their backgrounds, networks, and activities go much beyond 
this; moreover, AABNER�s group of �eld editors and forum members 
shows an even larger diversity.

5 See the 1972 UNESCO World Heritage Convention, https://whc.unesco.org/
en/conventiontext/. Both ASOR and SBL have the same policy, albeit they have a 
so-called Cuneiform exception that we do not have. ASOR: http://www.asor.org/
about-asor/policies/policy-on-professional-conduct/; SBL: https://www.sbl-site.
org/assets/pdfs/SBL-Artifacts-Policy_20160903.pdf
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�ere are di�erent ways for you to join AABNER (aabner.org)  in its 
service for the academic community:

� Submit an article or idea for a thematic issue;
� O�er your expertise for the review forum;
� Donate;
� Discuss with your institution�s library possibilities for supporting 

the infrastructure via cataloguing or donation;
� Read, share, and cite the articles published herein. 
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Abstract

�e AABNER founding editors-in-chief describe some of the problems with tradi-
tional double-blind peer review and describe our solution for them, forum peer 
review, which we have developed for use within AABNER.

L�Øquipe de rØdaction en chef initiale d�AABNER dØcrit quelques problŁmes liØs 
au systŁme traditionnel de la �double-blind peer review� et propose une solu-
tion, le systŁme �forum peer review�, dØveloppØ et mis en place pour la crØation 
d�AABNER.

Die Chefredaktion von AABNER beschreibt die Schwächen und Probleme des 
traditionellen �Double-Blind-Peer-Review� und bietet eine innovative Lösung: 
den von uns weiterentwickelten �Forum-Peer-Review�.
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truly novel research,3 �the reviewer 2� problem of unfair, unprofes-
sional, or mistaken reviews,4 sometimes signi�cant publication delays,5 
and the fact that in small disciplines true anonymity is o�en not 
possible in reality. �erefore, scienti�c considerations merit a change. 
Ethical concerns also call for redress; the above-noted facets of the 
double-blind system can be disproportionately detrimental to the 
scholarship of junior scholars, minorities, and women.6 We are particu-
larly concerned to address systemic inequalities within academia, and 
peer review is one of the elements that requires reform and lies within 
a journal�s scope. �ese are problems discussed across the range of 
scholarly disciplines, and a wide array of solutions have been posited 
for them.7

�us, AABNER is developing a review process �rst pioneered in the 
hard sciences: forum peer review.8 �is method o�ers a compromise 
between fully blind review systems and fully open review systems.9 In 
this partially open system, instead of the editors-in-chief sending arti-
cles to a handful of scholars for their individual replies and making a 
decision based thereon (i.e., the traditional double-blind peer review), 

Fitzpatrick 2011, 15�49, takes a wider view that sees the entire system out of sync 
with modern technology.
3 Siler et al. 2015. Cf. the somewhat aggrieved polemic in Godfrey 2013 in the 
context of Early Christianity studies.
4 E.g., Smith 2006; Gerwing et al. 2020.
5 For a site attempting to collate average response times, see https://scirev.org/
statistics/first-round/. According to their current data set, only 71% of articles 
in the humanities process in less than 6 months (https://scirev.org/statistics/
total-duration/).
6 Helmer et al. 2017. This has been contested (Lee et al. 2012; Mutz et al. 2012).
7 E.g., Rice 2011; Weiskittel 2015; Esary 2017; Chua et al. 2018.
8 Cf. the debates overviewed by Rice 2011; Ross-Hellauer and Görögh 2019: 
especially option J1.
9 Cf. the discussion of various types of open review systems in Hames 2007, 
42�43, 277�81; Tenant et al. 2017; Ross-Hellauer and Görögh 2019; Besançon et 
al. 2020; Carraro and Jongen 2018. Discussions of �openness� within other aspects 
of Biblical Studies have been ongoing for quite some time, e.g., Bulkeley 2005. 
For an example of an open system of review in archaeology, see https://archaeo.
peercommunityin.org.
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AABNER�s Forum Peer Review System

�eld editors shepherd articles through a forum review process. To our 
knowledge, this solution has not been previously applied to the �elds 
covered by AABNER.

What is the forum review process AABNER is using? Once the 
editors-in-chief receive an article, they �rst assess its basic suitability for 
the journal, and then assign it to a �eld editor with appropriate exper-
tise � for interdisciplinary manuscripts the �eld editor may collaborate 
with another colleague. �e �eld editor then shepherds it through the 
AABNER forum, which comprises multiple experts. Anonymized arti-
cles are presented within this forum for the reviewers� comments and 
critiques. Every forum reviewer is able to see the identity of the other 
reviewers, can read their comments, and o�er their own comments on 
other reviewers� comments. �e �eld editor is responsible for assess-
ing when su�cient feedback has been received. Usually, the discussion 
between forum reviewers will last for about a month and involve a few 
threads of discussion. �e �eld editor then collates and anonymizes the 
results. On this basis, acceptance, revision, or rejection is passed along 
to the author(s), along with the anonymized commentary. �is means 
that while the identity of the author remains unknown to the review-
ers, the identities of all of the reviewers are known to each other and 
to the author�although the author only receives a review that re�ects 
the forum�s opinio communis not attributable to single reviewers. In 
general, it is expected that most manuscripts will receive a number of 
revisions for improvement rather than outright acceptance or rejection. 
�e entire process involves a consensus opinion among a variety of 
reviewers; it does not depend on the opinion of any single reviewer nor 
require an editor to arbitrate between opposing opinions by themselves 
(for a visual diagram of the work�ow, see Fig. 1). 

�is method has several bene�ts. First, reviews will not be held 
up by a single scholar too busy to respond or to return their review. 
Second, it means that since reviewer comments are visible to their 
peers, reviewers have an incentive to ensure their comments are valid 
and constructive: the communal approach encourages constructive 
criticism over criticism for its own sake. �us, the system functions 
as a peer review of peer reviewing itself. �ird, it makes it easier to 
evaluate multi-disciplinary papers, as experts in one area are able to 
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see the comments of experts outside their own expertise. �is collective 
process encourages colleagues to comment on parts of the manuscript 
(sometimes just details) within their expertise and ought to produce 
more relevant and constructive comments for the authors than double-
blind systems sometimes do. Our experience of the process so far for 
the papers published in this �rst issue has been promising. For the 
authors themselves, the larger feedback received through the forum 
review process also means that their work on an article is less solitary 
and bene�ts from its insertion in a scholarly community. Instead of 
individuals critiquing or incensing each other, there is an academic 
community contributing to the betterment of scholarship.10

�e system as we have devised it involves both �eld editors and 
forum editors, all of whom are known to each other, while the authors� 
identities remain anonymous. �e names of the editors can be seen 
on the website, and the list will be kept updated. In the near future, 
the members of the forum who are not also �eld editors will also 
be visible on the website. When any editor (whether advisory board 
member, editor-in-chief, �eld editor, or forum editor) submits a manu-
script to the journal, they recuse themselves from the process for their 
submission, and they must engage with the resulting commentary like 
any other author. In the terms of Ross-Hellauer and Görögh (2019), 
AABNER�s forum review has partial open identities and open interac-
tion between reviewers. 

For the �rst several journal issues, we are using a temporary free-
ware so�ware solution for the editorial forum. We are hopeful that 
new so�ware speci�cally designed for forum review (that makes edito-
rial self-recusal easier, for instance) will be developed and available to 
us in the near future. �us, while the �rst issue has taken some time 
to organize, we hope that once the new so�ware system is up and 
running, it will prove to be faster as well as a more e�cient and e�ective 
method of ensuring rigor than traditional systems. 

It is our earnest hope that using forum peer review will prove to be 
one step towards fostering the publication of truly innovative research, 

10 In the context of interdisciplinary panels, see Huutoniemi 2012; for a perspective 
relating this to both epistemology and ethics, see Bezuidenhout et al. 2019.
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widen the scope of scholarly dialogue from traditional methodologies 
and topics towards a much richer dialogue of perspectives, and help to 
address systemic inequalities in the �elds AABNER covers. 

Fig. 1: Forum Review Process
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�is is the third contribution from the editorial team in this �rst 
issue of AABNER. Like the journal itself, this �rst theme also has a 
longer history. Alongside preparing for the journal, I had organized 
a conference •Deities in Aram, Israel, and Phoenicia: An Iron Age 
Perspective on Conceptualizing the Divine in the LevantŽ (March 
2018) in Helsinki (within the context of the Centre of Excellence 
in Changes in Sacred Texts and Traditions). �is is where Joanna 
Töyräänvuori and Gina Kontantopoulos presented papers that resulted 
in their present contributions. Other conference papers have found 
other venues of publication. Mark Smith and Sebastian Fink met at the 
conference, conversed about the divine voice and the Day of the Lord, 
and, discussing the journal, decided to collaborate in writing the article 
that you can read as the �rst one in this �rst AABNER issue. Di�er-
ent conversations led to more submissions, and thus we could include 
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another co-written paper by Martti Nissinen and Raija Mattila and a 
paper by Karen Langton.

Here I want to highlight that to some extent our aim of diversity 
could be achieved in terms of gender and residence all over (at least) 
the northern hemisphere: Europe, Near East, Japan, and the USA. 
Second, we are thankful for colleagues collaborating to contribute 
co-authored articles. �ird, I want to extend my gratefulness to our 
forum reviewers. As a thematic issue, this issue has a limited scope, and 
thus I want to thank by name our �eld editors in ancient Near East and 
Biblical Studies: Sonja Ammann, Sebastian Fink (who was not involved 
in reviewing his own co-authored article), Mark Leuchter, and Lionel 
Marti. �e upcoming open issues will broaden the scope of AABNER 
further.

Conceptualization of the divine invites thinking in many di�erent 
directions … of course, too many for simply one issue. Nevertheless, I 
am glad to present this issue with its methodological diversity, foci on a 
variety of topics and stimulating (invitations for) dialogues. Pondering 
the topic, I recall Spieckermann and Feldmeier•s Gott der Lebendigen / 
God of the Living (2017) and Eisen and Müllner•s Gott als Figur (2016). 
�ese two books in Biblical Studies address two di�erent approaches 
and meanings of … to use one denominator … the character of God. 
�e thematic issue at hand comprises papers addressing the Hebrew 
Bible but also many related and relevant topics beyond. Sebastian Fink 
and Mark Smith deal with the Day of the Lord (including a perspec-
tive from Sumerian and Akkadian literature); Karen Langton explores 
speaking about YHWH as midwife. Further contributions share the 
Levantine context and have a broader view on the divine world: Joanna 
Töyräänvuori deals with the iconography of the Sea as divinity, and 
Gina Konstantopoulos writes about •demonsŽ from •MesopotamiaŽ. 
Before I move to the last article, I mention another book: MacGregor•s 
Living with the Gods. It made me think about how diverse and intrigu-
ingly complex the topic of conceptualizing the divine (and in the end 
belief or •religionŽ) is … it is more than speech, more than metaphor, 
more than iconographic expressions. It includes community and the 
community•s activity, a relation to the environment, producing materi-
ality (most obviously in building but also in dress and food), practices, 
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such as singing, charity, etc. Again, whereas one could compose texts 
and �ll libraries, here we exemplify this broader scope with an article 
by Martti Nissinen and Raija Mattila on the temple of Ishtar of Arbela 
and its economic and religious signi�cance.

Enjoy reading! Get inspired! Share and feel welcome to contribute 
to future issues!

Izaak J. de Hulster
January 2021
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Abstract

�is article explores the conception of divine (decision) days, especially the 
•day-stormŽ in second- and �rst-millennium Sumerian and Akkadian literature 
and �nally compares it to the •the day of YahwehŽ in the Hebrew Bible.

Der hier vorliegende Artikel untersucht das Konzept eines göttlichen 
(Entscheidungs-)Tages, speziell des ŒSturm-Tages•, in der sumerischen und 
akkadischen Literatur des ersten und zweiten Jahrtausends und vergleicht dieses 
mit dem ŒTag Jahwehs• im Alten Testament.
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As Mischa Meier has recently argued in an article on the problem of 
time (Meier 2015) in European historiography, that historiographers 
tend to •compressŽ time in critical situations and attribute the decisive 
actions to a single point in time … a decision day, so to speak. �e 
historical events that �nally lead to a decision are concentrated on that 
very day. �at day is the heyday of a crisis, and … as in the medical use of 
this word … it decides between life and death. �e basic concept is well 
known from military history, and it even was described as an essential 
component of •the western way of warŽ (Hanson 1989), namely the 
idea of one decisive battle that ends a war, issuing in a clear result as to 
the victor and the vanquished and thereby re-establishing order.
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�is article explores two usages of the technique of temporal 
compression. More speci�cally, we compare the •day-stormŽ (or •storm-
dayŽ) in ancient Mesopotamian literature from the early second and 
�rst millennia with •the day of YahwehŽ in the Hebrew Bible. �is essay 
consists of �ve parts: (1) an examination of the •day-stormŽ in tradi-
tional Sumerian lament literature; (2) Sumero-Akkadian examples of 
•the day-stormŽ within the same genre dating to the �rst millennium; 
(3) Akkadian •day-stormŽ in the �rst millennium; (4) divine wrath 
and the causes of destruction in these Mesopotamian texts; and (5) 
possibly relevant cases of •the day of YahwehŽ in the Hebrew Bible. 
�e Mesopotamian materials are o�ered to broaden the perspective 
on the biblical •day of Yahweh,Ž long a topic of scholarly discussion.1 
�e approach taken in this study hardly resolves the many questions 
concerning the •day of YahwehŽ or even the directions potentially 
worth pursuing with respect to this phenomenon. Instead, the central 
goal of this study is to suggest the broad base of potential comparative 
evidence.

I. Sumerian Lament Literature

�e �rst clear Mesopotamian instances of temporal compression of 
historical events to a single day is found in year names of the Ur III 
dynasty, where it is said that the king achieved great deeds in a single 
day (Fink 2016, 116). However, this article will not concentrate on royal 
inscriptions where this concept is found from time to time, especially 
in connection with great battles, because in the royal inscriptions the 
concept is used as a quite simple motif without further elaboration, 
for example: •the king defeated x enemies in a single day.Ž We focus 
instead on lamentation literature, which stresses the non-heroic aspects 

1 For example, Mowinckel 1958; von Rad 1959; and Weiss 1966, all discussed 
below. For more recent work, see Beck 2005; Schwesig 2006; Oswald 2009; 
Norin 2009; and Fleming 2010. Note also the two dissertations: Leung 1997, and 
LaRocca-Pitts 2000.

AABNER 1, 1 (2021) 
ISSN 2748-6419



33

Day Storm

of war and develops the idea of a decision-day in detail.2 While royal 
inscriptions highlight the heroic deeds of the king, lamentation liter-
ature depicts events from a considerably di�erent viewpoint. It takes 
the perspective of the su�ering, vanquished population. At the same 
time, the fact that someone remains to lament demonstrates that the 
destruction was not a �nal, complete one; the survivors expressed the 
hope for a better future in their laments. While the city was destroyed 
by human enemies based on the actions of hundreds or even thousands 
of people, this destruction is attributed to and conceptualized as a 
single entity, which is described, if we follow Nili Samet•s translation, 
as •a storm-dayŽ (see below).

In the following discussion, we o�er an overview of relevant 
Sumerian and Akkadian texts. �is material is closely connected, as 
Sumerian lamentations were written in post-Sumerian times. It is 
usually taken for granted that the use of Sumerian was restricted to a 
school and temple environment a�er the fall of Ur III, in a linguistic 
landscape dominated by Akkadian. Scribes composed Sumerian as well 
as Akkadian literary texts,3 and for some reason Sumerian (or to be 
more correct Emesal [see below], the only literary variant of Sumerian) 
was seen as the most appropriate language for lamentations until the 
end of the cuneiform record. �e city laments, all composed in the �rst 
half of the second millennium BC, are usually thought to have been 
performed during a festival celebrating the restoration of a city.

�e Lament over Sumer and Ur, commonly regarded as the oldest city 
lament, introduces the motif of the •storm-day.Ž Nili Samet suggested 
this translation of the Sumerian word •u4/ud,Ž which actually means 
both, •stormŽ and •day.Ž She convincingly argues that •the •day• on 
which Ur•s fate changed and the •storm• that destroyed it are mytho-
logically identical.Ž4 Obviously, the scribes were aware that these were 

2 George 2013 distinguishes between heroic and non-heroic descriptions of war in 
Mesopotamian literature.
3 So, e.g., the famous Ipiq-Aja, who is known as the scribe of tablets containing 
the Akkadian Atram-has�s as well as the Sumerian Destruction of Ur. See Löhnert 
2011.
4 Samet 2014, 20. See also 87…88.
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di�erent words, maybe even with di�erent etymologies and di�erent 
pronunciation5 … but the temptation to identify them in this context 
and play with the ambiguity of the sign UD seemingly was too high. 
Being able to use the inherent possibilities of script to create di�erent 
levels of meaning was proof of the highest mastery of scribal educa-
tion.6 As this ambiguity is not reproducible with a single English word, 
the best rendering for the ambiguous passages is surely Samet•s •storm-
dayŽ in order to let the modern reader know that the ancient readers 
had both options. It is hard to assess if the identi�cation was also an 
ontological one for the ancient scribes of the text. However, it is quite 
a universal belief that things that are connected in language and … as 
Marc van de Mieroop (2017) has convincingly argued for the case of 
Mesopotamia … also in script, are also connected in reality.7 From this 
background, Samet•s identi�cation of the concept of the destructive 
storm and the fate-changing day makes even more sense. �e initiated 
scribes, who know how to read, can clearly understand that these two 
entities are only readings of one sign or two sides of the same coin as 
we moderns might say.

In the lament for Sumer and Ur, the storm-day is called forth by the 
most powerful gods: An, Enlil, Enki and Nin	ªursag (or Ninma	ª). One 
god alone does not make the decision regarding the destruction of the 
land. It is rather a matter for the divine assembly, and this assembly 
made the decision to •change its [Sumer•s] preordained plans.Ž8 �e 
gods decide that the land has to be destroyed and this time the plan 
cannot be changed (lines 56…57). Enlil calls down a wild tribe, the 
Gutium, from their mountains, yet the text attributes the destruction 
to the storm-day. A�er a passage describing the destruction in several 
places of Sumer, two lines equate the storm with Enlil•s word:

163.) u4.ba inim u4.dam al.du7.du7 •a3.bi a.ba.a. mu.un.zu
164.) inim den.lil2.la2 zid.da.a• gel.le.e�3 gab2.bu zu.zu.de3

5 This is suggested by Parpola 2016, see entries 2636 (u4) and 2662 (ud, ug4, u4).
6 See Maul 1997 and 2003; Vanstiphout 2004; Frahm 2011.
7 See Bronkhorst 2001 for a comparative analysis of this belief.
8 The text in line 27 reads: �i•.	ªur.bi kur2.ru.de3. Transliteration and translation 
from ETCSL (2.2.3).
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On that day the word (of Enlil) was an attacking storm. Who could 
fathom it?
The word of Enlil was destruction to the right, ƒ to the left. (ETCSL 
2.2.3)

�ese lines suggest that the word of Enlil and the storm are identical or 
at least very closely related in this context. Here the description of the 
storm-day applies to the divine word, which plays a major role in the 
conceptualization of divine power in the lamentations.

In the Ur Lament, the destruction is caused by Enlil calling forth 
(gu3 …de2, LU 173) the •storm-day.Ž9 �is personi�ed storm acts as 
Enlil•s tool:

196.) kalam.e sa� e�ar du3
 i3.ak.e UR.bi i3.gu7.e 

197.) u4 gig er2.re nam nu.tar.re u�3.e •e am3.•a4

198.) u4 •u ur3.ur3.re kalam i3.ur4.ur4.re
199.) u4 a.ma.ru.gin7 uru2 i3.gul.gul.e
200.) u4 kalam til.til.e uru2.a me bi2.ib2.�ar
201.) u4 ni3 u2.gu de2.de2 	ªul.�al2.e ba.e.DU
202.) u4 izi.gin7 bar7.a u�3.e su bi2.ib2.�ar2

203.) u4 	ªul.gig du11.ga den.lil2.la2 u4.kalam.ta be4.be4

204.) uri2
ki.ma tug2.gin7 ba.e.dul gada.gin7 ba.e.bur2

In the land, it (= the storm) dashes heads against the walls, consuming 
indiscriminately.
The bitter storm by tears cannot be influenced – the people moan.
The sweeping storm makes the land quake,
The land-annihilating storm silenced the city.
The all-exterminating storm came wickedly toward it.
The storm, blazing like fire, ripped the flesh of the people.
The storm ordered by Enlil in hate, the storm gnawing away the land
Covered Ur like a garment, was spread over it like a linen cloth.
(Samet 2014, 64…65)

�e extant parts of the Uruk lament do not contain long references 
to the word or the storm as an agent of destruction. �e agent of 
the destruction is described as a monster called forth by Enlil (see 

9 den.lil2.le u4.de3 gu3 ba.an.de2 u� 3.e •e am3.•a4 •Enlil called the •storm-day• … the 
people moan.Ž Samet 2014, 62…63.
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Cavigneaux 2013). �e Nippur lament contains a rather long passage 
that elaborates on the good day set up by Enlil, but does not elaborate 
on the storm-day or the force of the divine word. 

It seems that the Eridu lament began with a description of the 
mighty word of Enlil but the extant lines add little new to the picture, 
except for one line. It elaborates on the topic of the inhuman nature of 
the storm, which ful�lls its destructive mission without any hesitation 
once it is set in motion:

I 20.) u4 sig5 	ªul nu.�al2.la sa6.ga nu.zu 	ªul nu.zu.e

A storm, which possesses neither kindness nor malice, does not distin-
guish between good and evil. (Green 1978, 132…33)

Summarizing the evidence from the city laments, we can say that the 
storm-day is an agent of destruction and it is equated with the divine 
word.

At the same time, this is only one side of the •dayŽ in the lamenta-
tions. While the storm-day occurs as an expression of divine wrath, 
there is also evidence for the •good dayŽ as an expression of the resto-
ration of divine favor. On the other hand, the opening of the Curse of 
Agade describes a prospering city, before divine favor is withdrawn 
and Agade is destroyed.10 �e descriptions of good days were used as 
a literary device in order to sharpen the contrast to what will happen 
later, or to what has happened before. �is feature will be important for 
the discussion of the biblical material below, as it might serve to explain 
why di�erent, even contradictory, interpretations are given concerning 
the •Day of Yahweh.Ž �e best example for the good day (u4 zi … we 
could translate more literally the •righteous dayŽ and connect it to 
renewed divine judgement) comes from the Nippur Lament:

247. i3.ne.e•3 a2. •e3 
den.lil2.le u4 zi kalam.ma bi2.in.gub.ba.am3

248. u4 nibruki gu2 an.•e3 zi.zi i3.ne.e•3 im.mi.in.dug4.ga
249. u4 zi e2.kur.ra sag mu2.mu2 e.ne im.mi.in.tuk.a
250. u4 ki.ur3.ra dalla ma	ª e3.a e.ne im.mi.in.zi.ga

10 For an edition, see Cooper 1983.

AABNER 1, 1 (2021) 
ISSN 2748-6419



37

Day Storm

ƒ.
261. u4 nig2.si.sa2 kalam.ma ga2.ga2 a2.ta	ª.a mi.ni.in.ku4.ra

Now, see! Enlil hast set up a good day in the land!
The day for Nippur to raise (its) neck to heaven he has even now ordered!
He, a good day to shine in the Ekur, he has provided!
He, the day for the Ki•ur•s magnificent manifestations, he has raised up!
ƒ
The day for establishing justice in the land, he brought in (I•me-Dagan) 
in (its) aid! (Tinney 1996, 116…17)

�e lines omitted above all describe how fertility and power are 
restored to the land. Lines 284…95 describe the ritually pure day, in 
which all members of society peacefully co-exist and which �nally 
removes the •darknessŽ from the land.11

II. Sumero-Akkadian Evidence of the First 
Millennium

�e Mesopotamian tradition of lamentation is well attested into the 
�rst millennium.12 �e city laments of earlier tradition were replaced 
by the so-called canonical lamentations. Canonical Sumerian lamen-
tations were an important part of the state cult, and their role is well 
documented for the Neo-Assyrian period. �e evidence for this period 
shows that they were performed on a �xed schedule, several times a 
week, if not every day, and that even the Neo-Assyrian king had to 
perform Emesal lamentations.13 �e latest dateable copies of canonical 
lamentations come from the �rst century BC.14 Scribal families that 
kept this tradition alive until the very end of cuneiform writing copied 

11 Tinney 1996, 120…21. Several parallels to this •harmonyŽ passage were collected 
by Steve Tinney in his commentary to the text. See Tinney 1996, 177…81. The 
most prominent one is Gudea Cylinder A xii 21…xiii 15.
12 For a recent overview on Emesal prayers in the first millennium, see Gabbay 
2014.
13 See the cultic calendars published in SAA 20 and Maul 2000.
14 These texts were published by Reisner already in 1896.
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these texts and passed their knowledge of Sumerian from father to 
son.15 �ese texts also in�uenced prayers in Akkadian language; some 
Akkadian prayers or hymns might be adapted translations of Sumerian 
texts (Wassermann and Gabbay 2005). Besides direct translations, 
the Sumerian tradition also in�uenced the language and motifs of 
Akkadian prayers, based on the fact that scribal education always was 
bilingual. At the same time, Sumerian remained the most appropriate 
language for lamenting until the very end of cuneiform culture and 
perhaps impeded the development of an Akkadian genre of lamen-
tations. When it came to lamentation, Sumerian, or more exactly 
Emesal,16 the only known variant of Sumerian, was regarded as the 
�tting language.

�e canonical lamentations, especially the bala�s, include several 
attestations of the •storm-day,Ž usually described in long litanies. In 
the bala�s, the •storm-dayŽ is o�en equated with the divine word. A 
discussion of every reference to the destructive storm in the bala�s does 
not seem fruitful, but the following selection indicates how the •storm-
dayŽ was conceptualized. We present the evidence in four groups: 
(1) equations of the storm with the word of the gods and the �ood; 
(2) the destructive character of the storm; (3) the motif of the storm 
without mercy; and (4) cases representing temporal compression.

II.1 Equations
�e bala� u 4.dam ki am2.us2 •It touches the earth like a stormŽ elabo-
rates on the destructive qualities of the divine word and compares it to 
a storm.17 �e storm and the word alternate as agents of destruction. 

15 As far as we can see, there are no references to female scribes in the colophons 
of the canonical lamentations from the first millennium.
16 On Emesal, see Schretter 1990 and Schretter 2018 with references to earlier 
literature. Most Emesal variants of the Sumerian main dialect can be explained 
by straightforward sound changes (Schretter 1990, 31…70). However our correct 
understanding of the nature of Emesal (dialect, sociolect, etc.) is hampered by the 
fact that all the clear evidence for Emesal comes from a time where Sumerian (and 
therefore also Emesal) was no longer an everyday language.
17 For an edition and translation, see Cohen 1988, 120…51.
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As stated above, they are identi�ed with each other, as shown in the 
following line:

47.) e.ne.e�3.�a2.ni u4.de3 e2.5.ta 5.am3 ba.ra.ab.e3

His word is a storm which chases (all) five out from a household of five 
(Cohen 1988, 125/137).

�e following text likewise o�ers an equation of the two destructive 
entities storm and word, this time speci�ed as the word of the sky god 
An:

151.) u4.de3 e.ne.e�3 an.na e.ne.e�3 
dmu.ul.lil2.la2.re

152.) u4.de3 •a3 ib2.ba an gu.la.re
153.) u4.de3 •a3.ab 	ªul.ma.al.la dmu.ul.lil2.la2.ke4

154.) a�2 e2.zi.�u10 ba.ab.gul.la.re
155.) a�2 uru2.zi. �u10 ba.ab.	ªul.la.re

The storm, the word of An, the word of Enlil,
The storm, the angry heart of great An!
The storm, the vicious heart of Enlil!
That which has destroyed my faithful house!
That which has destroyed my faithful city!18

�e text �rst elaborates on the storm-day, equating it �rst with the 
word of An and Enlil and then with their angry hearts. In the last two 
lines, the text refrains from naming the destructive entity and simply 
calls it a�2 •thing,Ž thereby referring to all these aspects.

�e following passage apparently elaborates on the second part 
of Enlil•s name … lil2 … that can be understood as •wind,Ž •breeze.Ž It 
equates the god himself with the storm and once more the text plays 
with the homophony of •dayŽ and •stormŽ (b+92.):

18 Cohen 1988, 147, 149…50. We thank the anonymous reviewer for the hint to 
line 9• of BRM 4,6 which is an Akkadian translation of lines 151…52, see Linssen 
2004, 306.
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b+92.) u4.ri u4.ri.gin7 te.ga.ba zal
b+93.) gi6.ri gi6.ri.gin7 te.ga.bi zal
b+94.) u4 e.lum.e mu.un.zal.a.re
b+95.) u4 

dmu.ul.lil2.le mu.un.zal.a.re

As in every day of yore, it continues unabated when approaching.
As in every night of yore, it continues unabated when approaching.
The storm, the important one, continues unabated.
The storm, Enlil, continues unabated.19

In sum, the texts discussed above equate the storm-day with the divine 
word, with the god•s angry heart, and with the god Enlil himself. In one 
instance, the storm is even called the •messenger of the honored oneŽ 
(Cohen 1988, 625, line a+22), which shows the storm-day as a divine 
tool and as a personi�cation of the destruction.

II.2 �  e destructive character of the storm-day
�e destructive capacities of the storm precisely described in litanies 
appear with slight variations. �ese o�er very similar descriptions for 
the divine word and the storm, which comes as no surprise since they 
were considered to be identical or at least di�erent aspects of one entity.20 
�e following text focuses on the results of the storm•s activities:

b+109.) u4 mu til.e u4 gi til.e
b+110.) u4 tur3 gul.e u4 ama• bu.re
b+111.) tuk.ku3.de u4 •a3.ba nu.pa3.de2.da.ra
b+112.) tur3 al.gul.gul.e ama• bu.bu.re
b+113.) am2.tur3 am2.ma	ª.ba mu.da.ab.gi.gi
b+114.) [mu].an.na.me.gub mu.bi •e am3.•a4

b+115.) [gi].an.na.me.gub gi.bi •e am3.•a4

b+116.) [gi•]mes.gal.gal.la gu2.re a[m3.me]
b+117.) [u4].de3 du6.du6.dam •u.•e3 a[l.ma.ma]
b+118.) [e].ne.e�3 

dmu.ul.lil2.la bu5.bu5.am3 i[bi2 nu.bar.bar.re]

19 Cohen 1988, 258/263. This is the more complete Old Babylonian version of the 
text, however a rather broken first-millennium text also exists.
20 It is quite typical for the genre that such litanies appear in expanded and 
abridged versions.
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The storm brings to an end (the life of) the young man; it brings to an 
end (the life of) the young girl.
The storm destroying the cattle pen, the storm uprooting the sheepfold,
ƒthe midst of the storm cannot be seen.
It destroys the cattle pen; it uproots the sheepfold.
It kills both small and great.
When it encounters a young man, that young man moans.
When it encounters a young woman, that young woman moans.
It fells the great mes-trees.
The storm turns all into ruin mounds.
The word of Enlil rushes about (so quickly), it cannot be seen.21

�e storm brings the life of young man and young woman to an end 
(b+109); it destroys the cattle pen and uproots the sheepfold (b+110, 
b+112); it kills small and great (b+113); it fells huge trees (b+116); 
and it turns everything into ruins (b+117).22 Towards the end of the 
preserved text we �nd several lines pleading the gods to •turn back the 
stormŽ and thereby end the destruction.23

In the bala� am.e bara2 an.na.ra the storm is equated with the word 
of An and several lines elaborate on the destructive character of this 
word, angry heart, storm or �ood that •causes the heavens to rumble 
above [and] the earth to shake below.Ž24

II.3 �  e storm has no mercy
�e texts describe the storm as an entity without any social relations 
and the inability to feel mercy for its victims. As seen above, it kills 
young man and woman alike. In im.ma.al gu3.de2.de2 it is said that 
the storm has no regard for mother and father, for spouse and child, 
for sister and brother or for friend and companion.25 �e storm does 
not even spare persons who deserve special protection according to 
all human standards, such as young girls without brothers or children 

21 Cohen 1988, 259…60/263, lines b+109…b+118.
22 Cohen 1988, 263, lines b+109…118.
23 Cohen 1988, 438, lines f+109…f+115.
24 Cohen 1988, 332, lines a+29…a+45.
25 Cohen 1988, 625, lines a+14…a+19.
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without father.26 However, in e2 tur3.gin7 ni�in.na.am3 it is said that the 
word, which is equated with the storm in line c+88, is just to those who 
are just and unjust to those who are unjust:

c+97.) i3.ge.en i3.ge.en nu.ge.en nu.ge.en
ana ki-i-nu ki-na-ku ana la ki-i-nu ul ki-na-ku:
ana sar-ra sar-ra-KI:
ana ki-i-nu ki-na-at ana sar-ra sar-ra-at

(To him who) is just, it is just. (To him who) is unjust, it is unjust. (Cohen 
1988, 79/86)

�e fact that the line has three variant Akkadian translations gives 
evidence of the theological implications this line might have had for its 
readers, as it contradicts the usual idea of the merciless storm that kills 
indiscriminately.

II.4 Temporal compression
Temporal compression is clearly represented in the following lines 
from B25 (u4.dam gu3 de2.de2.a•):

a+9.) na.a�2.bi.•e3 an ba.dub2 ki ba.sig3
a+10.) an ba.dub2.dub2 ki ba.sig3.sig3

a+11.) dutu an.ur2.ra ba.da.nu2
a+12.) dnanna an.pa.•e3 mu•2 ba.an.da.ni.ib2.ga
a+13.) u4.gal an.ta u.gu3 ba.an.de2.e
a+14.) u4.	ªul.ma.al.la.e ka.na�.�a2 su ba.ab.da[r?]

On account of this [the word of the angry gods] the heavens trembled, 
the earth shook.
The heavens continually rumbled, the earth continually shook.
The sun lay at the horizon.
The moon stopped still in the midst of the sky.
In the sky the great lights disappeared.
An evil storm (has split?)27 the nations.

26 Cohen 1988, 625, lines a+49…a+50.
27 Cohen 1988, 439 tentatively suggests this translation.
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Here the word is identical with the storm as demonstrated in the last 
line, examples could be multiplied.28 It causes time to stand still, as all 
the indicators for the passing of time … the sun, the moon and the stars 
in the sky … either stand still or even disappear. �e destruction thus 
takes place in this timeless world (Cohen 1988, 436, lines a+14…a+26).

III. The Storm-day in Akkadian

�e Akkadian word �mu  has the same ambiguity as Sumerian u4: it 
designates the day as a unit of time, as well as the storm as a mythical 
being or demon (CAD U/W 138, s.v. 	mu). When �mu cannot be trans-
lated as day, CAD uses •weather-beast,Ž even in cases where •stormŽ 
would be more �tting. �e use of this word for storm/weather beast 
might be due to the Sumerian in�uence. �is intimate relation of the 
sign UD with destructive forces is also demonstrated by the Sumerian 
Ug-demons, which were written dUD.PRIRIG or dUD.UG in oldest 
times, and which are equated with �mu  in 	©	ª. XIV 121 (MSL 8/2; see 
Krebernik 2014). It was suggested by J. J. M. Roberts (1972, 55) that 
the god �mu •was nothing than the dei�ed day.Ž Frans Wiggermann 
(1992, 171) added: •and its nature [is] the manifestation of divine will.Ž 
He also notes, as perhaps expected, that these beings are •associated 
with I•kur/Adad, the storm godŽ (Wiggermann 1992, 171). In the god 
lists this demon or god … it is hard to draw a clear line between these 
categories … is closely related to storm and war (Krebernik 2014, 279).

In any case, the literature in both Sumerian and Akkadian shares the 
idea of the destructive storm-day, which is somewhat more person-
alized in Akkadian literature. However, as outlined above, the genre of 
lamentation was intimately connected with the Sumerian language. �e 

28 Ana Elume, lines 10…17 (Cohen 1988, 209 and 216); the parallelism of •stormŽ 
and •word of EnlilŽ in Uruhulake of Gula, lines 117…18 (Cohen 1998, 260 and 
263); the opening of Elum Gusun, lines 1…13, which begins with •your name is 
against the lands,Ž then identifies the addressee as Enlil and then ends with its 
effects, •heaven itself rumbles, the very earth shakesŽ (Cohen 1998, 274…75 and 
291), and later in the same, in line 94, •The word of the lord is indeed a floodŽ 
(Cohen 1998, 277 and 293).
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lamentations that were used on many occasions throughout the second 
and �rst millennium were written in Sumerian and therefore not many 
Akkadian lamentations were composed. �e idea of the destructive 
•storm-dayŽ was re�ected in the ongoing practice of Sumerian texts 
accompanied by their Akkadian translations.29

Despite the virtual lack of Akkadian city lamentations, which are … 
as a matter of genre … closely connected to destruction, instances of 
these �mu-demons/beasts are attested in other Akkadian genres. In 
En�ma Eli• they appear in a list of eleven monsters:

I 141 u•-zi-iz ba-a•-mu mu•-�Ðu• u dla-�Ða-mu
I 142 u4-gal-la ur-idimin-me ù gír-tab-lú-u18-lu
I 143 u4-me da-ab-ru-te ku6-lú-u18-lu ù ku-sa-rik-ku
I 144 na-•i kak-ku la pa-du-ú la a-di-ru ta-�Ð[a-z]i

She created the Hydra, the Dragon, the Hairy Hero,
The Great Demon, the Savage Dog, and the Scorpion-man,
Fierce demons, the Fish-man, and the Mighty Bull,
Carriers of merciless weapons, fearless in the face of battle.
(Lambert 2013, 58…59)

�is line refers to the army created by Tiamat, or more exactly it is a 
listing of the eleven dangerous monsters and is repeated in II 29, III 33 
and 91. We know that they are eleven because it is explicitly stated in 
I 146. However, if we count the creatures, there are only have eight of 
them. 

�e widespread incantation-series Maqlû (I 117) likewise mentions 
this demon … once more as a destructive agent that is supposed to 
kill the evil witch or sorcerer (Abusch 2015, 116/118). While it seems 
obvious that in these examples the entity described is conceptualized 
as a kind of demon, the Akkadian evidence of the bilingual texts, most 
of them being interlinear translations of the lamentations we discussed 
above, indicates that we cannot always clearly distinguish between the 

29 As a discussion of the instances of �mu  in Akkadian translation of Sumerian 
texts would more or less double the discussion above, we just refer to the bilingual 
evidence in CAD U/W 138, s.v. 	mu.
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storm-day and the more clearly de�ned •weather-beast.Ž30 However, 
it is not entirely clear why CAD tried to avoid the translation •stormŽ 
for �mu , which would �t much better than •weather-beastŽ in several 
instances. In some cases, the •weather-beastsŽ are the draught-animals 
of divine chariots,31 for example in En�ma Eli• IV 50. �ere we can �nd 
the well-attested motif of the rider of the •storm.Ž Here the storm, also 
designated by other terms than �mu , is a divine weapon used to punish 
the god•s enemies. W. G. Lambert translates the line the following way:

IV 50 gi•narkabat u4-mu la ma�Ð-ri ga-lit-ta ir-kab

He rode the fearful chariot of the irresistible storm.
(Lambert 2013, 89)

Finally, several texts compare or even equate deities with �mu . For 
example in a Gula Hymn, Lugalbanda is described as •the irresistible 
storm.Ž32

�us far, we have noted considerable evidence for the concept of a 
destructive storm or storm-demon in Akkadian literature. However, we 
did not encounter the intimate relation of the day and the storm or the 
temporal compression of all kinds of bad experiences to a single day. 
For these features, we may turn to the concept of a •bad dayŽ and the 
•good dayŽ in prayers. Akkadian prayers, especially those lamenting 
the bad fate of the praying person, o�en conceptualize the prayer as a 
kind of appeal process, in which their whole case is reopened before the 
divine jury or the divine judge. On that very •judgment-day,Ž the divine 
council or a divine judge should end the crisis and re-establish a good 
fate for the su�ering person.33 �e •bad dayŽ in turn is the day when 
the punishment starts, when a goddess becomes angry. �e concept is 
evident in the following lines from Ludlul B�l N�meqi:

30 For the evidence, see CAD U/W 153…54, s.v. 	mu.
31 For the evidence, see CAD U/W 154 b.
32 u4-mu la ma-�Ði-ri in Lambert 1967, 126 (line 150).
33 See Maul 1992 and Steinkeller 2005, where Steinkeller discusses the Mesopota-
mian idea that judgement is also given during extispicy.
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I 41. i•-tu u4-mi be-lí i-ni-na-an-ni
I 42. ù qar-ra-du dmarduk (AMAR.UTU) is-bu-su itti (KI)-ia
I 43. id-da-an-ni il� (DINGIR-MU) •á-da-a-•ú i-li
I 44. ip-par-ku di•-ta-ri i-bé-e• a-�Ði-tum

On (lit. from) the day when the lord punished me,
and the hero Marduk became angry with me;
my god rejected me and went up to his mountain (i.e. disappeared)
my goddess deserted (me) and moved away. (Ludlul I)
(Oshima 2014, 80…81)

In line 5 of the �rst tablet of the composition, even a day of the storm 
(u4-mu me-�Ðe-e) is mentioned, to which we will return below in some 
detail.34 In a di�ir.•a3.dib.ba incantation, the bad day is associated with 
a storm:

96 a-na u4-mi lem-ni la ta-man-na-an-ni
97 a-na u4-mi me-�Ðe-e la tu-tar-ra-an-ni

Do not hand me over to an evil day.
Do not turn me over to a day of storm.35

In the same prayer, also the good day is described … this salvation of 
the individual on a single day stands in stark contrast to the earlier 
continuous and constant commitment of sins by the praying individual. 
As in the Sumerian texts discussed above, the good day is the day of 
renewed divine judgment and the absolution of sins:

7. a-nu-ú-a �Ði-��a-tu-u-a gíl-lat-ú-a [•á ki-ma �Ða-mi] tab-ku-ú-ma eli-•i-na 
ú-kab-bi-is
8. ina u4-mu an-ni-i lu-u pa��-ra-ni lu-ú pa-á•-ra-ni

34 See the commentary on this me�Ðu-wind in Oshima 2014, 172…73.
35 Lambert 1974, 278…79. A parallel is found in another incantation of this type, 
the text reads: •Do not turn me over to the day of the storm. 25. My god, do not 
hand me over to an evil nightŽ (291).
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I have trodden on my iniquities, sins and transgressions, [which] were 
heaped up l[like leaves]: 
On this day let them be released and absolved.
(Lambert 1974, 284…85)

In Ludlul the good day, the day when the punishment ends and 
the su�erer is restored, is described in great detail on tablets III…V. 
Unfortunately, we have no mention of a speci�c day in the text, which 
is quite broken in the end. Nevertheless, it is clearly indicated that the 
change happened suddenly: •my illness was suddenly overŽ (III, 50).36

In sum, it is evident that the storm-day as well as the good day are 
demonstrations of the power of the respective god. �e god described 
in the texts above has the power to destroy and the power to give life. 
�ese changes happen suddenly … in a single day.

IV. Divine Wrath and the Causes of Destruction

�e main cause for destruction or punishment in the texts discussed 
above is divine •wrath.Ž �e explanation is mainly emotional and 
conceptualizes the divinity in quite anthropomorphic terms. Only 
in one text discussed here are the causes for this wrath explained in 
detail, namely in the Curse of Agade where Naram-sin•s destruction of 
Ekur clearly indicates why Enlil is angry and �nally decides to destroy 
Agade. Maybe for that reason the text does not elaborate on Enlil•s 
anger at length, but rather speaks of revenge.37 However, the god is 
clearly in a bad mood, as re�ected by his situation: he is fasting (line 
209) and that the other goods have to cool his angry heart with cold 
water (line 211).

In one famous instance, divine wrath is explained as a kind of 
natural law: all empires have to crumble, because no rule is eternal 
(Lamentation over the Destruction of Sumer and Ur, lines 366…69) and 

36 mur-��i ár-�Ði-i• ig-ga-mir in Oshima 2014, 96…97.
37 Cooper 1983, 57, line 151: •Enlil, because his beloved Ekur was destroyed, what 
should he destroy (in revenge) for it?Ž
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each has to fall at some point.38 �e destruction, as well as the reasons 
for the highest god to allow it, is seen as inexplicable for human beings 
in many texts. In the following speech to Enlil, even the god Su•en does 
not understand his father•s plans:

456. •a3 su2.mu.ug.ga i.zi.gin7 	ªu.lu	ª.	ªa.za igi.zi bar.mu.un.•i.ib
457. a.a. den.lil2 nam mu.e.tar.ra galga ba.ra.an.du8.du8

Look into your darkened heart, terrifying like the waves!
O father Enlil, the fate that you have decreed cannot be explained!
(Michalowski 1989, 64…65)

In most texts, however, no reason for the wrath is given at all. �e god 
has become angry and humans can try to calm him down by lamenting 
and praying to him. �erefore, the •soothing of the heartŽ (Er•a	ªu�as) 
has become the name of a whole genre of lamentations.39 While these 
Er•a	ªu�as address personal su�ering, the bala�s, o�en described as 
public lamentations, are full of descriptions of divine wrath as the 
cause of the destruction described in these texts. When the heart and 
the liver of the god are angry, they have to be calmed. In all genres of 
Emesal-prayers40 •heart paci�cation unitsŽ can be found. Usually these 
texts are placed at the end of the composition, as a �nal appeal to the 
deity to end his wrath and end the destruction. O�en the god is only 
addressed indirectly, as other gods are used as intercessors (see Gabbay 
2014, 33…35). An impressive example for this technique is found in 
u4.dam ki àm.ús:

f+225 an.e ki.e de3.ma3.e.hu�.e
f+226 an.ki.a.bi.ta de3.ma3.e.hu�.e
f+227 dUra• ki.•e.gu.nu

38 Michalowski 1989, 58…59. See the commentary in Michalowski 1989, 15 as 
well as Michalowski 1983. Steinkeller 2003 who provides an edition of an Ur III 
fragment of the Sumerian King List, still agrees with the idea that the •fatalistic 
idea of history as a chain of recurring cyclesŽ (285) came into being not earlier 
than Isin times.
39 For an edition of these texts, see Maul 1988.
40 See Gabbay 2014, 5…14 for an overview.
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f+228 dEn.ki dNin.ki dEn.mul dNin.[mul]
ƒ
f+265 [dim3.me.er an.na dim3.me.er ki.a a.ra.zu de3.ra.ab.be2]
f+266 [uru2.zu na.an.•ub.be2.en de3.ra.ab.be2 a.ra.zu de3.ra.ab.be2]
(Cohen 1988, 134…35)

May heaven and earth calm you!
May both heaven and earth calm you!
Urash, the place of late barley,
Enki, Ninki, Emul, Nimul 
ƒ [long list of names and epithets of gods]
May (these) gods of heaven and (these) gods of earth each utter a prayer 
to you!
•May you not abandon your city!Ž may each utter to you! May each utter 
a prayer to you!
(Cohen 1988, 141…42)

�e wrath of the goddess can be conceptualized in the way we 
have encountered above, namely as the destructive word or storm. 
Besides this, the inactivity of the deity and its unwillingness to listen 
to the prayers of the su�ering people is also seen as the cause of the 
destruction, or at least as the reason why the destruction continues, for 
example in the following passage from am.e ama•.a.na:41

25. a.a. dmu.ul.lil2 mu.lu.u6.di i.bi2.zu en3.•e3 nu.ku•2.u3

26. mu.lu sag.zu.a tug2 bi.dul.la e en3.•e3

27. gu2.zu ur2.ra ba.e.ni.mar.ra en3.•e3

28. •a3.zu gipisan.gin7 am2.ma3.ba.•u2.a en3.•e3

29. e.lum.e mu.u•.túgGE—TU2.zu ur2.ra mi.ni.ib2.us2.sa en3.•e3

(Cohen 1988, 155)

Father Enlil, who gazes about, how long will your eyes not be tired?
How long will you keep your head covered with a cloth?
How long will you keep your neck in (your) lap?
How long will you keep your mind covered like a reed box?
Important one, how long will you lean your ear against (your) lap? 
(Cohen 1988, 166)

41 For other instances of this motif see the index of Cohen 1988, 783 s.v. •úrŽ
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In the bala� e.ne.e�3.�a3.ni i.lu i.lu the intention of the goddess Inanna 
is standing in front of Enlil•s house and she asks the doorkeeper to let 
her in. Her intention is the following:

b+60. •a3.ga.ni ga.am3.	ªu� ba[r.a.ni ga.an.•ed7]
b+61. •a3.ge bar.ra.ne2 ga.am3.ma.x.[x]
b+62. •a3.ku•2.u3.a.be2 e.ne.e�3 [ga.am3ƒ] ga.na i3.du8 e2 [�al 2.tag4]
(Cohen 1988, 195)

•May I calm his heart! May I pacify his liver!Ž
•May I direct words to his heart and liver!Ž
•May I direct words to that tired heart!Ž
(Cohen 1988, 199)

�e two stock-phrases describing the divine wrath are to cool down the 
angry heart and to calm the liver of the god. Both are seen as the seat of 
emotions. �e phrases ••a3 -hu�,Ž calm the heart, and •bar -•ed7,Ž pacify 
the liver, occur frequently in the bala�s42 and express the wish that the 
wrath of the goddess will calm down.

A prime example of the wrath of a god43 in Akkadian sources can 
be found in the initial lines of Ludlul. �ere Marduk is characterized 
as horrible in his wrath, but at the same time kind and compassionate 
when he calms down:

1. lud-lul be-lu4 né-me-qí ilu (DINGIR) mu•-[ta-lum]
2. e-ziz mu-•i mu-�"up�#-pa-•ìr ur-r[i]
5. •á ki-ma u4-mu me-�Ðe-e na-mu-ú ug-gat-su
6. ù ki-ma ma-nit •e-re-e-ti za-aq-•ú ��a-a-bi
7. uz-zu-u•-•u la ma-�Ðar a-bu-bu ru-�Vu-ub-•u
8. mu-us-sa�Ð-�Ðir ka-ra-as-su ka-bat-ta-•ú ta-a-a-rat

Let me praise the lord of wisdom, the jud[icious] god,
the one who is furious by night (but) lenient by day. (ƒ)
The one whose wrath is like a devastating [day of] gale,
but his blowing (wind) is gratifying like a morning breeze.

42 See Cohen•s index s.v. •barŽ and ••a3 hun.Ž
43 This is paralleled by the reoccurring motif of the divinely inspired wrath of the 
Mesopotamian kings. For examples see CAD U/W, 38 s.v. uggatu 3•.
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In his anger, he is irresistible, his fury is a deluge,
(but) his mind is caring, his heart is lenient.
(Oshima 2014, 78…79)

�is lengthy description of Marduk continues until line 36, and then 
these statements are further explicated by the personal experience of 
the author. As already mentioned above, line 5 mentions a day of storm 
and the term uggatu used here either means •anger, wrathŽ or signi�es 
the •day of wrath,Ž which is the name of the 19th day of the month (see 
CAD U/W, 37, s.v. uggatu). In the evidence listed in CAD we �nd a 
reference to BRM 4 6:9, which mentions the •day of the wrath of High 
Anu (referring to an eclipse),Ž44 and in the Erra epic we �nd a line that 
mentions the day of Erra•s wrath:

V 19. ina �mi ug-ga-ti-ka ali m��Ðirka45

V 19. •On the day of your wrath, where is who can withstand you?Ž 
(Cagni 1977, 58)

To sum up, the wrath of the deity widely served as a reason for 
destruction and punishment and in some texts it was conceptualized 
as a •day of wrathŽ of a certain deity.

V. The Biblical •Day of YahwehŽ

�e Mesopotamian •day-stormŽ may be compared with the biblical 
motif of •the day of Yahweh.Ž Our purpose here is not a detailed 
analysis, tracing speci�c motifs associated with •the day of YahwehŽ 
through di�erent texts.46 Instead, this discussion focuses on some 
salient, general points about the biblical evidence in relation to the 
possible, broader Mesopotamian background(s) explored above. 

44 CAD U/W, 38, s.v. uggatu. The translation of Linssen, who re-edited this text, 
reminds us of the problems outlined above. He decided to translate •storm is the 
wrath (in) the heart of great Anu.Ž Linssen 2004, 310.
45 Text after CAD U/W, 38, s.v. uggatu.
46 For a fairly detailed survey, see Weiss 1966.
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Before beginning, we note that we are not positing or presupposing 
any speci�c Mesopotamian in�uence on biblical literature. Instead, 
in this study the possible relations are viewed in broad comparative 
terms and not in terms of direct literary or cultural in�uence (•geneticŽ 
relationships).

Like the Mesopotamian •day/storm,Ž •the day of YahwehŽ is a day of 
divine judgment manifest in the form of destruction (Isa 13:6, 9; Ezek 
13:5; 48:35; Joel 1:15; 2:1, 11; 3:4; 4:14; Amos 5:18, 20; Obad 15; Zeph 
1:7, 14; Mal 3:23). It o�en involves foreign armies (note q�rôb, •near,Ž 
predicated of •the day of YahwehŽ in Isa 13:6; Joel 1:15; 4:14; Obad 15; 
Zeph 1:7, and 14; cf. *bw•, •is coming,Ž in Isa 13:9; Joel 2:1; 3:4; Mal 3:23). 
In this respect, •the day of YahwehŽ compares with •the day (belonging) 
to YahwehŽ (Isa 2:12; similarly Isa 22:5; 34:8; Jer 46:12; Ps 74:16). 
Prophetic literature attests to the motif in variants specifying divine 
anger: •the day of the wrath of YahwehŽ (Isa 13:13, see also Zeph 2:14); 
•the day of wrathŽ (Zeph 1:15; cf. Prov 11:4); and •the day of my indig-
nationŽ (Isa 10:5).47 �is form of the day as a time of divine anger made 
manifest appears also in the city-lament literature of Lamentations: 
•the day of wrath of YahwehŽ in Lam 1:12; •the day of his angerŽ in 2:1; 
and •the day of the anger of YahwehŽ in 2:22. •�e day of YahwehŽ may 
represent an elaboration on divine anger as judgment made manifest 
for a particular •day.Ž �e usages noted thus far show some variety in 
the relevant expressions. To these we may add the divine judgment cast 
more generically in terms of •the dayŽ in both the Bible (e.g., •see the 
day, see, it is comingƒ,Ž in Ezek 7:10 parallel to •the disaster, see it is 
comingƒ,Ž in v. 5), and Mesopotamian texts (e.g., •your dayŽ referring 
to a day of divine judgment an oracle quoted in the letter of Shamash-
nasir to King Zimri-lim of Mari).48 �us •the dayŽ does not appear to 

47 Cf. •Yahweh•s day of vengeanceŽ in Isa 34:8…17, said to be known in •the book 
of Yahweh,Ž a possible allusion to the storm of •the day of YahwehŽ in Isa 13. 
See Fitzgerald 2002, 77. For the case in example in Isa 13, see also Grant 2014, 
105…106. For the range of phrases, see also Fitzgerald 2002, 199; and further 
below.
48 See Bodi 2013, 52. The Akkadian text is ARMT 26, 196, conveniently 
transliterated and translated in Nissinen 2003, 26…27. The writing of •your dayŽ 
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be an entirely �xed technical term, but appears in di�erent manners: a 
variant form (•the day belonging to YahwehŽ); elaborated forms (e.g., 
•the day of wrath of Yahweh•); and perhaps a reduced form (•the dayŽ 
in reference to Yahweh•s judgment of destruction).

Isaiah 13 o�ers a fairly paradigmatic case of •the day of Yahweh,Ž 
expressing divine anger marked by disaster and destruction (so Weiss 
1966). Verses 4…5 introduce •the day of YahwehŽ as a battle of heavenly 
proportions, before v. 6 explicitly mentions •the day of Yahweh,Ž with 
its terrible e�ects described in vv. 7…8. Verse 9 elaborates on the day of 
Yahweh in these terms:49

•See, the day of Yahweh comes,
cruel, with wrath and divine anger,
to make the earth a desolation,
and to destroy its sinners in it.Ž

�e divine anger on this day recalls •the storm ordered by Enlil in 
hateŽ in the Ur lament noted above.50 According to the following v. 10, 
all light will be suspended, as in B25 (u4.dam gu3 de2.de2.a•), likewise 
discussed above. �us the divine day in biblical literature, as in the 
Mesopotamian texts noted above, represents a time of divine anger or 
hate and of the suspension of light.

Unlike the Mesopotamian •day-storm,Ž the biblical •day of YahwehŽ is 
not labeled explicitly as the storm,51 and unlike Akkadian �mu, Biblical 
Hebrew yôm does not mean •storm.Ž However, a wider perspective 
on •the dayŽ appears warranted. Indeed, •the day of warŽ is parallel 
to •the day of stormŽ (sûpâ) in Amos 1:14 (Fitzgerald 2002, 133…34). 
Moreover, as Aloysius Fitzgerald rightly noted (Fitzgerald 2002), •the 
day of YahwehŽ texts o�en use motifs signaling the e�ects of the 

ú-ut-ka is exceptional, see the comments in Durand 1988, 423 who tentatively 
translated •day.Ž See also George 2003, 153, who argues against this translation.
49 For this passage, see von Rad 1959, 99…100, and Fitzgerald 2002, 44…46.
50 Cf. •the day of YahwehŽ called a •day of wrathŽ in Zeph 1:14…15.
51 For the relevant Biblical Hebrew terms for the destructive storm, see Fitzgerald 
2002, 133…39. See also •the day of the stormŽ (ywm rw�Ê) in Ahiqar, #75, in 
Lindenberger 1983, 171.
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destructive storm marking divine judgment (see Zeph 1:7…13; Mal 
2:2…5): destruction and �re, with deleterious results for nature (Joel 
1:15…20); darkness and �re (Joel 2:1…3, 10; 3:4, 14…15; Amos 5:20; see 
also Zeph 2:14…15); and divine armies marshaled (Joel 2:11) or human 
enemies involved (see Isaiah 13, especially the foes described in vv. 
1…5 and 17…18; note also Ezek 13:5; cf. Joel 4:9…14). In most cases, 
divine judgment appears directed against Israel, but in some instances, 
•the day of YahwehŽ is directed against the nations (e.g., Obad 15). 
Several of these features have correspondences in Mesopotamian texts 
about the •day stormŽ discussed above, which would work well with 
Fitzgerald•s view that •the day of YahwehŽ evokes the imagery of the 
destructive storm to signal the time of divine judgment.

•�e day of YahwehŽ is limited in its scope in biblical literature. 
Apart from Lamentations, it is missing from the Writings. It is likewise 
not at home in the Pentateuch, nor in the Former Prophets. It is absent 
also from Jeremiah (cf. •the dayŽ in 46:10), as well as the prophetical 
books of Hosea, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Haggai, and Zechariah. In 
terms of genre, the prophetic Mesopotamian text describing •the dayŽ 
noted above aligns with many biblical prophetic texts attesting to •the 
day of Yahweh,Ž and several of the Mesopotamian texts discussed above 
belong to city-laments compare with the biblical book of Lamentations 
with its variations on this day. At the same time, it is notable how many 
biblical prophetic texts attest to the motif in contrast to the picture 
in Mesopotamian prophetic literature, while the Mesopotamian city-
lament literature is well versed in the motif relative to the single biblical 
case in the book of Lamentations.

Further perspective may be provided by the similar phrase, •the day 
(belonging) to YahwehŽ (Isa 2:12; 22:5; 34:8; Jer 46:10; Ps 74:16). It, 
too, involves divine judgment with foreign nations playing their role 
(e.g., Ezek 30:2…4). Unlike •the day of Yahweh,Ž •the day (belonging) 
to YahwehŽ also enjoys a cultic usage for sacred days (e.g., the Sabbath 
in Exod 16:25; cf. Exod 32:29; Lev 23:34; Deut 26:23; Ezek 46:13).52 
�is approach �ts with the cultic theories that have been o�ered for 

52 For Akkadian cases of •good dayŽ and •bad day,Ž see further CAD U/W 148…49, 
for example, •do not hand me over to an evil day, do not turn me over to a day 
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the background of •the day of Yahweh.Ž Sigmund Mowinckel (1958) 
famously proposed the fall New Year festival as the background for 
•the day of Yahweh.Ž Despite Gerhard von Rad•s critique as well as 
his own proposal (discussed below; von Rad 1959, 107), Mowinckel•s 
view received a sympathetic response in the works of Kevin J. Cathcart 
(1978) and Aloysius Fitzgerald (2002). �e latter based his case on 
the time of year when the destructive sirocco-storm appears at its 
strongest, in what he calls •the fall interchange period.Ž A variant on the 
cultic approach has been suggested by Alexander Heidel, who regarded 
•the day of YahwehŽ in Amos 5:18 and 20 as a •fast-dayŽ to ward o� the 
divine judgment issuing in destruction (Heidel 1929, 356).

More recently, Daniel E. Fleming (2010) has suggested a cultic 
background for •the day of YahwehŽ in Amos 5. As Fleming notes, this 
case stands outside of the more common repertoire of motifs associated 
with •the day of Yahweh,Ž53 particularly the lack of the language of 
destruction and the emphasis on light and darkness. Fleming (2010, 
24) sees •the day of YahwehŽ as •part of a ritual event where the people 
celebrated the arrival of light a�er a time of darkness.Ž Accordingly, he 
proposes a background in a New Moon rite annually celebrated in the 
fall, with comparison made with the New Moon rites attested at Emar. 
For Fleming, •the day of YahwehŽ would have been a point of reference 
for Amos 5, the oldest of the uses. �is was plausibly a speci�c moment 
for creating a new terminology for divinely driven disaster. From this 
point, the motif could then develop a life of its own; not all the biblical 
uses had this cultic reference … just this one. While Amos 5 seems to 
be something of •an outlierŽ relative to other biblical cases, it is to be 
noted that its usage seems to fall broadly in line with the concept of 
•good dayŽ and •bad day,Ž noted above in some of the Mesopotamian 
examples of •day-storm.Ž �us, •the day of YahwehŽ would be parallel to 
the Mesopotamian use of the •dayŽ as a moment of divine declaration 
of intent. Amos 5 is not the only cultic instance. As Heidel (1929, 357) 

of storm,Ž in Lambert 1974, 278…79, lines 96…97, and also 290…91, lines 23…24, as 
303 for discussion.
53 See also von Rad 1959, 98, critiquing the idea of taking Amos 5:18 as the locus 
classicus for •the day of Yahweh.Ž
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emphasized, the book of Joel also shows the •fastŽ as the cultic context 
for •the day of Yahweh.Ž In theory, a number of di�erent cultic contexts 
could have served as settings for the use of these expressions, with 
various ones potentially foregrounding certain themes associated with 
•the day of Yahweh.Ž Given the lack of evidence, it remains unclear 
whether a cultic origin is indicated; it is di
cult to be more precise on 
this score.

By contrast to cultic settings proposed, von Rad famously suggested 
that •the day of YahwehŽ emerged out of Israel•s old Holy War tradi-
tions.54 Ugaritic may o�er a comparison in bym b•l, •on the day of Baal,Ž 
but the context is very broken and the text poorly understood.55 �e 
so-called old poetry attests to divine anger (see Grant 2014, 89…100), 
but not to •the day of Yahweh.Ž Perhaps the closest analogue in older 
biblical literature is Josh 10:12…14 (cf. the storm imagery of Ps 29, but 
without any reference to •the dayŽ or to divine anger).56 �e prose 
introduction to the poetic piece in these verses understands the day as a 
special one in terms of the deity listening to a man: •nor was there a day 
like that day before it and a�er it, when Yahweh listened to the voice 
of a man, for Yahweh fought for Israel.Ž �is looks like a prose inter-
pretation of the poetic piece in Josh 10:12b…13, perhaps in�ected by 
•the day of YahwehŽ as found in prophetic literature and Lamentations. 
�e clause, •the moon stood (still),Ž in Josh 10:13 enjoys a parallel in 
the Sumerian lament literature, in B25 (u4.dam gu3 de2.de2.a•), a+12, as 
quoted above, •�e moon stopped still in the midst of the sky.Ž �us 
the imagery of •the day of YahwehŽ enjoys antecedents in traditional 
Israelite literature, as von Rad surmised.

As opposed to its imagery and themes, this day•s speci�c expression 
as •the day of YahwehŽ (with its elaborated forms) appears to represent 
an eighth-century development, and it is in this context that the 
expression is to be located. In his response to von Rad, Meir Weiss 
(1966, 46) understandably thought that Amos coined the expression. 

54 See von Rad 1959, 104…105 and 108. For a detailed critique, see Weiss 1966.
55 For a possible exception, see bym b•l in KTU 1.9, line 15. The end of the line is 
broken and the syntax is not quite clear. See Pardee 2012, 31…38. Some vocabulary 
items are possibly indicative of warfare, e.g., q•t, •bow,Ž in line 14.
56 For a recent study of this passage, see Leonard-Fleckman 2017.
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However, this explanation would assume that other biblical cases 
either borrowed the expression from Amos or ultimately go back to 
Amos; as Weiss himself indicated, this is hardly clear. Rather thinking 
in terms of a single point or one original context, •the day of YahwehŽ 
seems to emerge in the eighth century as a speci�cation of a more 
broadly known motif about the day of divine judgment instantiated 
in a number of contexts, including cultic ones. It is di
cult to be 
more precise, given the lack of more concrete evidence. What is to 
be stressed about the expression •the day of YahwehŽ (as well as its 
expanded forms) is that they make an important speci�cation: this 
is speci�cally Yahweh•s day, perhaps in contrast to the day of another 
deity. In other words, the day evokes not only a day of divine judgment 
and destruction. �e development of this speci�c expression and its 
elaborations make a statement speci�cally about Yahweh in the context 
of the eighth century and later.

On this point, •the day of YahwehŽ contrasts with the divine •day 
of warŽ associated with various deities in the eighth century onwards. 
�e latter phrase appears in one plaster inscription from the area of the 
interior wall of the western entryway of the •Bench-room ComplexŽ at 
Kuntillet •Ajrud.57 In this case, the •day of warŽ is apparently associated 
with the gods Baal and El (if these are not titles for Yahweh).58 �e 
association with Baal would be notable if the Ugaritic case noted above 
is correct. �e expression •the day of warŽ appears also in Amos 1:14 
and Hos 10:14 (note 1 Sam 13:33; Prov 21:31), with similar phrasing in 
Ezek 13:5. In other words, such a •day of warŽ may be associated with 
any number of deities. By contrast, •the day of YahwehŽ and its elabo-
rated forms are distinctive relative to other deities with their day of 
judgment, whether Enlil or other deities in some of the Mesopotamian 
cases of the •day-stormŽ; El and Baal •on the day of warŽ in the Kuntillet 
•Ajrud inscription (again assuming these are not titles of Yahweh); and 
Yahweh •on the day of warŽ in Amos 1:14 and Hos 10:14. By contrast, 
•the day of YahwehŽ not only marks a time of divine action issuing in 

57 A	¤ituv, Eshel, and Meshel 2012, 110. For the location, see A	¤ituv, Eshel, and 
Meshel 2012, 74.
58 For this view, see Dobbs-Allsopp, Roberts, Seow, and Whitaker 2005, 287…89.
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judgment and destruction like •the day of war.Ž •�e day of YahwehŽ 
(with its elaborated forms) comes into sharper relief as an expression 
speci�cally about Yahweh.

�e use of •the day of YahwehŽ in times of war became the dominant 
one, perhaps unsurprising given the engagement of prophetic texts and 
Lamentations with the empires and armies of Assyria and Babylon. 
Indeed, the preponderance of biblical cases of •the day of YahwehŽ 
date from the eighth century onwards, a time when Israel encountered 
Mesopotamian armies. Accordingly, the correspondences between 
the biblical •dayŽ and the Mesopotamian •day/stormŽ may make its 
attestations in the Hebrew Bible all the more poignant. �e biblical 
speci�cation of this day as •the day of YahwehŽ arguably represents a 
claim about Yahweh•s judgment and divine control over world events 
as opposed to other deities•. �e expression •the day of YahwehŽ �rst 
appears in an era when Israel shows an emergent sense of … and 
responses to … world empires. In this context, •the day of YahwehŽ 
conveys this deity•s ultimate control over the world (cf. Isa 10:5) … and 
perhaps implicitly in this period denies this power to Mesopotamian 
empire gods.

Abbreviations

ETCSL Electronic Text Corpus of Sumerian Literature: http://etcsl.
orinst.ox.ac.uk/
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Abstract

In the Hebrew Bible, YHWH controls the womb. He opens and closes the womb, 
controls gestation, and birth, and in Pss 22:10…11 and 71:6 there are physical 
descriptions, however brief, of YHWH bringing forth from the womb. �e image 
in the text is physical. In both psalms, YHWH lays hands on the infant and 
in Ps 22:10 sets the infant on its mother•s breast. �e image is also conceptual. 
Being brought forth from the womb is a movement from darkness to light, from 
being enclosed to being exposed and vulnerable, from submerged in protective 
waters where YHWH•s presence is guaranteed to being thrust into a world in 
which the supplicant accuses YHWH of abandoning him (Ps 22:1…3) and pleads 
with YHWH not to cast him o� in his old age (Ps 71:9). �e womb is a space of 
surety, existing in the same space as absolute doubt. It is the possibility of life and 
death, hope and devastation, great fear and overwhelming joy. It is a simulta-
neous knowing and unknowing. With this diverse range of physical aspects and 
conceptual parameters, the opening of the womb is one of the most compelling 
images to communicate humanities• relationship with YHWH. 

In der hebräischen Bibel liegt die Kontrolle des Mutterleibes bei JHWH. Er ö�net 
und schließt den Mutterleib, kontrolliert Schwangerscha� und Geburt, und in Ps 
22,10…11 und 71,6 gibt es … wenn auch nur kurze … Beschreibungen von JHWH 
als Geburtshelfer. Das Bild in den Texten ist physisch. Beiden Psalmen zufolge 
legt JHWH dem Säugling die Hände auf, und in Ps 22,10 legt er den Säugling an 
die Brust seiner Mutter. Das Bild ist auch konzeptionell zu verstehen. Aus dem 
Mutterleib hervorgebracht zu werden, ist eine Bewegung von der Dunkelheit 
zum Licht, vom Eingeschlossensein zu Enthüllung und Verletzlichkeit, von einem 
Zustand umgeben von schützender Flüssigkeit, in der JHWHs Anwesenheit 
garantiert ist, hinein in eine Welt, in der der Bittsteller JHWH beschuldigt, ihn 
verlassen zu haben (Ps 22,1…3), und bittet, ihn in seinem Alter nicht zu verlassen 
(Ps 71,9). Der Mutterleib ist ein Raum der Sicherheit, der im selben Raum existiert 
wie der absolute Zweifel. Er ist die Möglichkeit von Leben und Tod, Ho�nung 
und Verwüstung, großer Angst und überwältigender Freude. Er ist Wissen und 
Nichtwissen zugleich. Die Ö�nung des Mutterleibs ist angesichts eines derartig 
vielfältigen Spektrums von physischen Aspekten und konzeptionellen Parametern 
eines der eindrücklichsten Bilder für die Beziehung der Menschheit zu JHWH.
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Introduction

In the Hebrew Bible, YHWH controls the womb. He opens and closes 
the womb (Gen 20:17…18; 21:1; 29:31; 30:2, 17, 22; 29:31; 30:22; 1 Sam 
1:5…6; Judg 13:3), forms inside the womb (Ps 139:13…16; Job 10:8…12; 
31:15; Isa 44:24; 49:5; Jer 1:5), consecrates (Jer 1:5), calls from the womb 
(Isa 49:1…2), and brings to birth (Isa 66:9). And in Pss 22:10…11 and 
71:6 there are physical descriptions, however brief, of YHWH bringing 
forth from the womb. I speci�cally use the terminology •brings forth 
from the wombŽ because in both psalms there is no vocabulary of birth, 
that is, ���+�'. Rather, the vocabulary refers to a womb, namely, �-�%�: and 
�0�&��, and the image is of how YHWH brings forth from the womb. �e 
image is not formulaic and, even though the image of YHWH bringing 
forth from the womb in both psalms has similarities, it is not identical. 
Further, it is only when the distinct di�erences of the two images are 
put into conversation within the context of the entire psalm that we 
are able to appreciate how the womb imagery contributes to meaning 
formation across the psalm. 

�4�P�V�S�D�F�4�P�V�S�D�F�����"�E�W�B�O�D�F�T���J�O���"�O�D�J�F�O�U�
���#�J�C�M�J�D�B�M�
���B�O�E���/�F�B�S���&�B�T�U�F�S�O���3�F�T�F�B�S�D�I�"�E�W�B�O�D�F�T���J�O���"�O�D�J�F�O�U�
���#�J�C�M�J�D�B�M�
���B�O�E���/�F�B�S���&�B�T�U�F�S�O���3�F�T�F�B�S�D�I
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YHWH bringing forth from the womb contributes meaning that 
is otherwise inaccessible. �e image in the text is physical. In both 
psalms, YHWH lays hands on the infant and in Ps 22:10 sets it on its 
mother•s breast. �e image is also conceptual. Being brought forth from 
the womb is a movement from darkness to light, from being enclosed 
to being exposed and vulnerable, from submerged in protective waters 
where YHWH•s presence is guaranteed to being thrust into a world in 
which the supplicant accuses YHWH of abandoning him (Ps 22:1…3) 
and pleads with YHWH not to cast him o� in his old age (Ps 71:9). �e 
womb is a space of surety, existing in the same space as absolute doubt. 
It the possibility of life and death, hope and devastation, great fear and 
overwhelming joy. It is a simultaneous knowing and unknowinwg. In 
other words, the opening of the womb is one of the most compelling 
images to communicate humanities relationship with YHWH. More 
importantly, given the distinct di�erences in the context of the psalms 
and the vocabulary, the writer is not broadly addressing humanity•s 
relationship with YHWH. Rather, the image of YHWH bringing forth 
from the womb is the manifestation of each supplicant•s personal and 
unique relationship with YHWH. 

I ground my interpretation in Benjamin Harshav•s de�nition of 
meaning formation and his theory of Integrational Semantics. Harshav 
explains that meaning is not formed in isolated units such as words, 
phrases, or sentences but is the integration of •discontinues semantic 
materials.Ž �ese materials include the text as it appears on the page, 
the context of the text both inside and outside of the text, and the 
innumerable amounts of information required for a reader to make 
sense of the text. In other words, meaning formation is not one dimen-
sional; rather, it is three dimensional. Additionally, just as meaning 
is not one dimensional, neither is it linear. Meaning is not created as 
a reader works through a text, that is, from verse to verse in a linear 
format; rather, meaning is formed as semantic materials unfold and 
overlap. �us, the image of YHWH bringing forth from the womb in 
Ps 22:10…11 is integral to the image of YHWH laying the supplicant 
down in the dust of death in Ps 22:16. �ese images, in light of Ps 22:1, 
in which the supplicant complains that YHWH is so far, develop the 
concepts of near and far, as well as life and death. Meaning is dependent 
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on the organization of the text, that is, the speci�c vocabulary used 
and the order in which each image is placed. �is unfolding and 
overlapping are not tied to the text, but they do not exist without the 
text. I am not saying that meaning is located in the text nor is it tied to 
the text; rather, the text, is the •�oorŽ upon which all meaning is built 
(Harshav 2007, 39). Focusing on the details in the text prevents inter-
pretations that o�er overt theological interpretations, or, even more 
importantly, interpretations that minimalize the contribution of the 
womb to meaning formation. 

�e feminist theorist Cheryl Exum cautions against focusing on the 
written text or arguing that, in the Hebrew Bible, the female voice has 
been written out of the text in an e�ort to control women.1 Rather, she 
advocates for going •beyond the boundaries of the literary text itselfŽ 
(Exum 1997, 9). If this is not done, Exum explains, all that is le� is 
a study of men•s views of women. Exum•s purpose in her book is to 
identify the hidden narratives of women•s silenced voices. Undeniably, 
in both psalms, the mother•s voice is silent. She has a womb that YHWH 
opens (Pss 22:10; 71:6) and breasts where YHWH places the baby (Ps 
22:10). Exum addresses the silence of characters; however, the mother 
in these two psalms is not so much a character as she is an object. Her 
body, that is, her womb, serves a purpose, but her voice is unnecessary, 
inconsequential. By returning to the text, I am able to further under-
stand how ancient writers used the womb to create meaning. 

YHWH•s Relationship with the Womb

Simply put, YHWH controls the womb. While man can control a 
female body through pure strength, he cannot control her womb. One 
can imagine that labor and delivery �lled a man with terror, knowing 
there was nothing he could do. By assigning control of the womb to 

1 Exum (1997, xxiv) writes: •One of my discoveries in the course of writing this 
book was that, over and over, that agenda [i.e., of writing out the female voice] 
was motivated by male fear and desire in response to women•s sexuality and the 
resultant need of patriarchy to control women.Ž
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YHWH, man is able control the uncontrollable. YHWH•s control of 
the womb begins with control of fertility.2 For example, in Gen 11:29 
Abraham takes Sarah for his wife and the only thing revealed is that 
she is barren (Gen 11:30). Sarah does not speak until Gen 16:2, when 
she acknowledges that YHWH has prevented her from conceiving and 
o�ers Abraham her slave-girl, Hagar. Because of Hagar•s obedience to 
YHWH, she conceives and gives birth to Ishmael (Gen 16:9…11). When 
Sarah is eavesdropping and hears that she will give birth to a son, she 
laughs (Gen 18:12), believing her womb is past the age of childbearing. 
In response, YHWH challenges her faithfulness. •Is anything too 
wonderful for the Lord?Ž (Gen 18:14). YHWH allows Sarah to conceive 
despite her age. In Gen 25:21, Isaac prays to YHWH to allow Rebekah 
to become pregnant. When Rachel says that she will die if she cannot 
have children (Gen 30:1), Jacob answers that it is God who closes 
Rachel•s womb (Gen 30:2). YHWH does �nally listen allowing Rachel 
to conceive (Gen 30:22). Hannah•s desperation for YHWH to open 
her womb prompts her to promise the male child as a Nazarite (1 Sam 
1:11). Samson•s mother is barren and only conceives when YHWH 
appears to her telling her she will conceive a son (Judg 13:2…3). �ese 
stories, which all show that fertility is the reward for being faithful to 
YHWH, are representative of divine agency. Candida Moss and Joel 
Baden explain that the womb is a closed chamber and the only one 
who holds the key is YHWH (Moss and Baden 2015, 57). YHWH must 
intervene and this intervention is a direct line of communication with 
humanity, whether it be the angel of the Lord who speaks (Gen 16:11), 
YHWH himself (Gen 18:13…14; 25:23), or simply that YHWH listens 
(Gen 30:17). 

In addition to commanding the opening and closing of the womb, 
YHWH controls the gestation process. YHWH declares that he is the 
one who forms in the womb (Isa 43:1; 44:2, 24; 49:5; Jer 1:5), and in 

2 The desperation of Sarah and Hannah to become pregnant points to the 
importance of fertility and a woman•s place in society. Moss and Baden explain: 
•The laser-like focus on each woman•s infertility, to the exclusion of nearly every 
other aspect of her identity, means that infertility is effectively her identityŽ (Moss 
and Baden 2015, 24). For a discussion on YHWH•s control of fertility, see pp. 
21…102.
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Job 10:8…12 and Ps 139:13…16 YHWH carefully forms the fetus. In 
Job 10:8…12, Job describes the gestation process from an unformed 
substance (curdled cheese, Job 10:10) to skin, �esh, bones and sinews 
(Job 10:11). Similarly, in Ps 139, the supplicant describes how his 
kidneys are formed as YHWH knits him together (Ps 139:13). In 
this deep and dark womb, his bones are not hidden from YHWH (Ps 
139:15). Even before the baby is formed, YHWH witnessed fertilization 
and sees his unformed substance (Ps 139:16). And YHWH controls 
birth (Isa 66:7…9). In Isa 66:1…6, YHWH proclaims that heaven is his 
throne and earth his footstool (v. 1), reminding the people he is the 
creator, all things belong to him (v. 2), and he will bring retribution to 
his enemies (v. 6) because they have not listened to him (v. 4). �en, in 
Isa 66:7, Zion gives birth without going into labor and without labor 
pains. When the nation wonders if this is possible, YHWH declares, 
•Shall I open the womb and not deliver? says the Lord; shall I, the one 
who delivers, shut the womb? says your GodŽ (Isa 66:9 NRSV).

Presumably, the ancient writers were male, which leads to the 
question: •Did ancient writers have an understanding of the female 
body?Ž Several biblical texts suggest male knowledge of birth and 
complications of childbirth, such as the image in Hos 13:13 in which 
the child is unwise because of delays at the opening of the womb, 
preventing birth. Consider also 2 Kgs 19:3 (cf., Isa 37:3), in which 
children come to the opening of the womb and there is no strength 
to deliver them.3 Other biblical descriptions of labor that indicate 
speci�c knowledge of childbirth include Jer 4:31, where Zion who is the 
laboring woman cries out like a woman giving birth to her �rst child. 

Breach births are depicted in Gen 25:26, where Jacob is delivered 
hanging on to Esau•s heel, and in Gen 38:28…30, where Zerha extends 
his hand through the womb and has to be repositioned to allow for the 
birth of Perez. Due to these two images, Eran Viezel concludes that 
men would have known more about animal births because animals 
such as sheep and cattle are delivered feet �rst (Viezel 2011, 689). In 

3 John Makujina describes Isa 37:3 as referring to a complication known in labor 
and delivery as dystocia in which the contraction of the uterus, i.e., labor pains, is 
not strong enough to dilate the cervix. Makujina 2016, 90.
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breach births, the baby presents feet �rst rather than head �rst. Viezel 
explains that the image of Jacob holding on to Esau•s heel when the 
babies were delivered is a description of a transverse lie position which 
will always lead to death or a macerated infant (Gen 25:26) meaning 
that Jacob could not have been born (Viezel 2011, 685…86). �erefore, 
there would not have been a story about Jacob. What Viezel fails to 
mention is that in the birth of twins, the type of presentation o�ered 
in Gen 25:26 is not atypical, and while the birth is di�cult and can 
result in death for both the mother and baby, death is not a certainty.4 
Additionally, in twins, the presentation of a hand and the ability of 
the midwife or doctor to push the hand back into the birth canal to 
birth the �rst twin is not uncommon (Gen 38:28…30) and there is a 
good chance of survival.5 More importantly, since the danger of breach 
births o�en ends in death, surely the man would have wanted to know 
why the infant and mother died and would most likely have been told 
that the baby presented feet �rst preventing the birth. �is is certainly 

4 •Chapter 4: Pathologies during Pregnancy and Pregnancy-Related Disorders - 
Essential Obstetric and Newborn Care,Ž 2020, https://medicalguidelines.msf.
org/viewport/ONC/english/chapter-4-pathologies-during-pregnancy-and-
pregnancy-related-disorders-51416661.html. 
5 This type of delivery is not uncommon in the birth of twins. A compound 
malposition presentation is when the baby is presented with the arm preceding 
the birth. This occurs when •the fetus is very small or dead or macerated.Ž 
Samra et al. 1990, 234…36. In one labor study, the woman pregnant with twins 
was induced and labor started. The doctor•s notes state, •One hour later vaginal 
examination revealed a compound presentation with the neonate•s hand and 
forearm. This compound presentation persisted for more than 6 h, along with no 
change in cervical dilationƒ In our case, the infant•s forearm and hand presented 
first into the birth canal, alongside the head, known as a compound presentation.Ž 
Martinovski, Wilseck, and Mattson 2015, 79…81. The treatment is as follows. 
•Assist the woman to assume the knee…chest position. Push the arm above the 
pelvic brim and hold it there until a contraction pushes the head into the pelvis. 
Proceed with management for normal childbirth.Ž World Health Organization 
2017. One study out of Ghana described 152 transverse lie deliveries with two 
maternal deaths and 25 stillbirths and 37 requiring hospital care. The maneuver 
is dangerous but not impossible. •Management of the Fetus in Transverse Lie,Ž 
https://somepomed.org/articulos/contents/mobipreview.htm?17/61/18398.
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possible considering Hos 13:13, in which the baby ���/�3, •stands,Ž at 
the mouth of the womb. �e mouth of the womb certainly refers to 
the cervix, which is circular and when ripe for delivery looks like a 
mouth. In addition, a baby presents head�rst. If the feet present �rst, 
the midwife must reach into the womb and turn the baby around. And 
while translations do not re�ect the baby physically presenting feet 
�rst, the vocabulary certainly points to a standing position.

Additional evidence of birthing knowledge occurs in Qumran texts, 
where there are references to the cervix being a •crucible.Ž �e opening 
of the womb is described in 1QH XI, 9:

like a city fortified before [the enemy]. I was in distress like a woman 
giving birth to her firstborn, when pangs and painful labor have come 
upon her womb opening, causing spasms in the crucible of the pregnant 
woman. For children have come to the womb opening of death. (Schuller 
and Newsom 2012, 37) 

Similarly, 1QH XI, 13, states •the crucible of the pregnant one. But she 
who is pregnant with venomous vanity (will be subject to) to painful 
labor, and the womb opening of the pit to all the works of terrorŽ 
(Schuller and Newsom 2012, 37). Referring to the cervix as a •crucibleŽ 
evokes images of �re, an apt description of what the cervix feels like 
when ripening. In fact, the cervix is sometimes called •the ring of �reŽ 
when the cervix is fully dilated and ready for the birthing process. If the 
child becomes stuck in the opening of the womb, labor during ancient 
times o�en ended in death for both mother and child. 

�e earliest gynecological text we have comes from the second-
century physician Soranus of Ephesus, with the subsequent Latin 
translation of Soranus by Caelius Aurelianus, and includes a detailed 
account of labor and delivery, describing how the cervix dilates for 
labor and delivery as well as enumerating problems that might occur. 
Soranus notes that if the cervix has not dilated from 1 cm to 10 cm, 
the midwife must help the dilation. He explains how the cervix can 
widen so much that the fetus simply slips out. And, he describes how 
the cervix ages from �eshiness to a hardness depending on how many 
children a woman has delivered (Soranus and Temkin 1956, 74…75). 
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Given the birthing details involved in birthing twins (Gen 25:26; 
38:28…30), descriptions of babies stuck at the cervix (2 Kgs 19:3; Isa 
37:3; Hos 13:13), the details of gestation (Job 10:8…12; Ps 139:13…16), 
and the observations on the sound of a woman•s cries in labor (Jer 
4:31), it would appear that the biblical writers did have knowledge of 
the workings of the womb.6 

YHWH as Midwife: Psalms 22 and 71

It is likely that ancient writers purposefully and skillfully used the 
image of YHWH bringing forth from the womb in both Psalms 22 
and 71. Although there are similarities in the images, they are not 
identical. However, sometimes scholars homogenize the image of 
YHWH bringing forth from the womb and interpret YHWH•s actions 
as those of a midwife. Phyllis Trible �rst suggested the interpretation 
of YHWH as midwife in 1973 as part of her attempt to •examine 
interactions between Hebrew Scriptures and the Women•s Liberation 
Movement.Ž Trible acknowledged that biblical literature is patriarchal 
but also emphasized that to reject the bible outright was to accept 
•male chauvinistic interpretationsŽ (Trible 1973, 31). Trible•s solution 
was to •rereadŽ the Bible and to attempt a translation without sexism 
which included identifying feminine characteristics of YHWH. For 
example, in Hos 11:3, YHWH takes Ephraim into his arms and 
teaches Ephraim to walk. Trible•s argument is that YHWH•s care in 
teaching Ephraim is the activity of a mother and not that of a father in 
ancient Israel (Trible 1973, 32). Additional examples Trible identi�es 
as •feminine imagery for GodŽ include images of YHWH as a mother 
and nurse (Num 11:12; Isa 49:15; 66:13), a midwife (Pss 22:10…11; 
71:6; Job 3:12), and one who gives birth (Deut 32:18; Isa 42:14) (Trible 
1973, 32). Trible writes: •Midwife, seamstress, housekeeper, nurse, 
and mother: all these feminine images characterize Yahweh, the God 
of IsraelŽ (Trible 1973, 34). Many scholars have followed Trible•s lead, 

6 For a discussion on Assyrian and Babylonian midwifery, see Von Soden 1957.
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and the interpretation of YHWH as midwife in Pss 22:9…10 and 71:6 
is commonly repeated.7 

For example, Dörte Bester, Marianne Grohmann, and Hanne Løland 
identify YHWH as midwife due to the fact that the action of delivering 
a baby in ancient society was performed by women.8 Juliana Claassens 
devotes a chapter to discussing God as midwife in both Psalms 22 
and 71,9 and Nancy Declaissé-Walford notes that Psalm 71 echoes the 
image of YHWH as midwife in Psalm 22 (Declaissé-Walford 2012, 
227; 2020, xliv…xlv). Ulrike Bail identi�es YHWH in Psalm 22 and 
says YHWH is •perhapsŽ a midwife in Psalm 71 (Bail 2012, 250). And, 
in her discussion on Psalm 139, Fiona Black references both Pss 22:9 
and 71:6 as containing images of YHWH as midwife (Black 2012, 27). 
�ese interpretations homogenize the image of the womb in both texts. 
�is suggests that the womb in each psalm o�ers no unique meaning; 
therefore, the womb can be replaced. However, the texts are distinctly 
di�erent, and it is only through highlighting this di�erence that we can 
experience the full impact of the text.

Psalm 22

�e supplicant in Psalm 22 begins with an accusation that God has 
abandoned him. He begs for answers: Why has God forsaken him? 
Why is God so far away (v. 1)? �e supplicant cries day and night and 

7 Schmitt 1985; Korpel 1990; Johnson 1992; Gruber 1992, 351…59; Foster 1994; 
Terrien 2003; Løland 2007, 157 n. 79; Bergmann 2008, 153…54; Claassens 2012.
8 Dörte Bester (2007, 144) discusses the female image of God as midwife in both 
Psalms. She writes:  ŒDa die Tätigkeit von Hebammen nach den Zeugnissen des 
Alten Testaments wie des Alten Orients von Frauen ausgeübt wurde, wird damit 
in Ps 71,6 wie in Ps 22,10a die Tätigkeit von Frauen für das Handeln Gottes 
transparent.• •  Since the activities of midwives according to the evidence of the 
Old Testament and of the Old Orient were exercised by women, in Ps 71: 6, as in 
Ps. 22:10, the activity of women becomes transparent for the action of God.Ž See 
also Grohmann 2007, 65; Løland 2007, 157 n. 179.
9 Claassens 2012, 64…79. Also see Løland 2007, 157 n. 79; Declaissé-Walford 2012, 
225, 227. 
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still, God does not answer (v. 2). He remembers how his ancestors 
trusted in God and God saved them (vv. 4…5), so why does God not 
answer him? He is just a worm whom others sco� at. �ey mock him, 
turn their heads, and walk away (vv. 6…7). �e people who pass by 
tell him that if he would commit his cause to YHWH, he will survive 
(v. 8). �e supplicant appeals to YHWH and his appeal is couched in 
language of the womb (vv. 10…11) (cf. Job 10:8…12): 

�'�/�� �'���<�¡�+�3 �'�%�'�&���/ �0�&���/ �'�%�� �!�=���¡�'�)
�!�=�� �'�+�� �'�/�� �0�&���/ �-�%�:�/ �'�=�)�+�<�! �(�'�+�3

Yet it was you who took me from the womb; you kept me safe on my 
mother•s breast. 
On you I was cast from my birth, and since my mother bore me you have 
been my God. (Ps 22:10…11 NRSV) 

Scholars o�en interpret the image as that of a parent �gure. For 
example, Mitchell Dahood explains that the supplicant is placed into 
YHWH•s custody (Dahood 1965, 1:136, 139). Bernhard Duhm says the 
image is of YHWH laying the child in front of the father, who will either 
reject or accept the child,10 while Gerstenberger explains the image is 
an •a�rmation of con�denceŽ by the supplicant towards YHWH who 
is insisting that YHWH acknowledge his responsibility as a parent 
(Gerstenberger 1988, 111). Some scholars focus on the mother•s breast 
as a central image. James Mays emphasizes that the image is of a human 

10 Duhm (1922, 93) writes: ŒAngespielt wird v. 10 f. auf die Sitte, dass das 
neugeborene Kind vor dem Vater niedergelegt wird, damit der entscheide, ob 
es aufgezogen oder ausgesetzt werden soll; im ersteren Fall nimmt er es auf die 
Knie und übergibt es der Mutter oder Amme zum Säugen.• •In v. 10 the custom 
is shown that the new-born child shall be laid down before the father, so that he 
may determine whether it is to be reared or expelled; In the former case, he takes 
it on his knees and hands it over to the mother or nurse for suckling.Ž See, e.g., 
Gen 30:3; 48:12; 50:23. The same argument appears in Baethgen 1904, 93. For a 
discussion of the ancient practice of infant exposure, see Stol and Wiggermann 
2000; Galpaz-Feller 2000. The exact practice of infant exposure is debated. Judith 
Grubbs emphasizes that one must differentiate between infant exposure and 
infant abandonment (2013, 83). Grubbs provides a detailed discussion of the 
history of infant exposure. For a discussion on infant exposure in the Graeco-
Roman World, see Harris 1982. 
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father who lays the child to rest on his mother•s breast.11 Rashi explains 
that the supplicant gains trust through the mother•s breast that is 
supplied by YHWH (Gruber 2007, 126). Similarly, Bester explains that 
the image depicts trust, but not necessary trust in YHWH. It is the trust 
that the supplicant experiences at the mother•s breast.12 

As noted above, an o�en-repeated interpretation of vv. 10…11 is that 
God is performing the actions of a midwife. In reference to Psalm 22, 
Trible argues that not only is God a midwife, but also the divine and 
maternal intertwine, with images melding and crossing so that God is 
both midwife and mother (Trible 1978, 61). She writes:

In the first line, the divine you receives the infant from the womb and 
places it safely upon the breasts of the mother. Deity and mother appear 
at the beginning and end of this sentence, respectively. Their syntactic 
distance signals a content difference between divine midwife and human 
mother. But at the center of the poetry this distance lessensƒ Subject 
has become object; divine midwife has become divine mother. To be 
kept safe upon the breasts of the mother is to be cast upon God from 
the womb.13 

Similarly, Juliana Claassens argues that the image of God as midwife 
is used to show that God is present in times of su�ering just like parents 
are there for their children (Claassens 2006, 173). Two scholars o�er 
an emotional element not present in the text. William Brown suggests 
that the womb serves to identify God as motherly, a term in itself that is 
problematic (Brown 2014, 412). And Tarja Philip writes: •�e intimacy 

11 James Mays (2011, 10) writes, •This individual relationship is described by the 
use of a metaphor that portrays God in the role of a human father who takes the 
child as it comes from the womb, lays it on its mother•s breast to be nursed, and 
thereafter furnishes the environment of provision and security in which life is 
lived.Ž 
12 Bester (2007, 146) writes: ŒEs geht nicht um eine Vertrauensleistung des 
betenden Ichs, sondern um das Vertrauen, das ihm an der Mutterbrust zuteil 
wird, das es mit Nahrung und mütterlicher Zuwendung, eingeflößt bekommt.Ž •It 
is not a question of the supplicant trust, but of the trust that is given to him in the 
mother•s breast, which is fed with food and motherly affection.Ž 
13 Trible 1978, 60. Bester 2007, 133 makes a similar argument to Trible. 
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